
Vernonia Transportation 
System Plan Update 

C it B i fi #2Community Briefing #2

Tonight we will:
Present recommended projects p j
to improve the Transportation 
System in Vernoniay
Talk about implementation and 
project prioritiesproject priorities



Project BackgroundProject Background

This Transportation System Plan 
(TSP) Update will add recent 
information to the City’s 1999 TSP
This is a long‐term (20 year) plan 
to identify:
 Safe Routes to new schools
 Bicycle improvements
 Pedestrian Improvementsp
 Safety improvements



Who is involved?Who is involved?

Th Ci f V iThe City of Vernonia
Oregon Department of 
T iTransportation
Columbia County
Oregon Department of Land 
Conservation and Development
The Vernonia Community
Planning consultants:
 CH2M HILL
 Alta Planning + Design



Schedule



Project GoalsProject Goals

O i d S fOperation and Safety
 Preserve and improve function, capacity, 

and level of service and safety of theand level of service and safety of the 
roadway system

Transportation Alternatives
 Support use of other modes, especially 

bicycles and pedestrians, including transit
 Support Safe Routes to Schools Support Safe Routes to Schools 

programming and projects
 Receive input on airport operations and 

expansion
Finance

S d fi l h t fi i Sound fiscal approach to financing 
transportation system improvements



Project Study Area



Findings to DateFindings to Date

All study area intersections operate 
within State and City standards
There are limited and disconnected 
sidewalks throughout Vernonia
O‐A Hill is an obstacle to east‐west 
pedestrians within Vernonia
There are only a few bicycle lanes 
along OR 47
Cyclists share travel lanes over the 
Rock Creek and Nehalem River 
Bridges



Functional ClassificationFunctional Classification

Different roadway 
classifications serve different 
trip purposes. 
Functional Classifications guide 
appropriate roadway standards
There are three types of There are three types of
roadways in Vernonia: Local, 
Collector and Arterial





Recommended
Roadway Cross‐Sections
The City has a variety of 
available right‐of‐way widths
The recommended cross‐
sections provide a range of 
options based on available 
room









Project RecommendationsProject Recommendations

To fit the structure of the 
Existing TSP, the 
recommendations were split 
into two categories:
 Roadway Recommendations
 Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Recommendations







Action Plan Roadway ProjectsAction Plan – Roadway Projects
Improvement Cost Estimate 

(2011 $) Timeframe

RD ‐ 1 Improve signage at OR 47 and Rose Avenue $10,000 Short

RD – 2 Widen OR 47, add bicycle and pedestrian path on both sides $8,463,000 Medium

RD – 3 Reconfigure the Mist Drive/Bridge Street intersection $369,000 MediumRD  3 Reconfigure the Mist Drive/Bridge Street intersection $369,000 Medium

RD – 4
Bridge Street signing and Striping, potential bioswales, concrete bumps or 
curb bulb‐out extensions. There are a total of 7 corners in the downtown 
core that would be eligible for this treatment

$13,000‐$15,000 
each corner Medium

core that would be eligible for this treatment.

RD – 5 Add an east‐west local street north of Knott Street to provide additional 
access to the light industrial parcel east of Mist Drive/OR 47 $2,647,000 Long

RD – 6 Connect the north and south sections of Louisiana Avenue $358,000 Long

RD – 7 Connect Texas Avenue to Mellinger Road at the north of the City’s UGB $1,445,000 Long



Action Plan – Bicycle and Pedestrian ProjectsAction Plan  Bicycle and Pedestrian Projects
Project Cost Estimate Time Frame

BP 1 Safe Routes to School Connection – Alabama Avenue $150 000 ShortBP ‐1 Safe Routes to School Connection – Alabama Avenue $150,000 Short

BP ‐2 Safe Routes to School Connection – Mississippi Avenue $110,000 Short

BP ‐3 Safe Routes to School Connection – Texas Avenue $80,000 Short

BP ‐4 Soft‐Surface Trail Improvements up O‐A Hill $60,000 Short

BP ‐5 Improve Pedestrian Crossing on OR 47/Bridge Street to Access O‐A Hill 
Sidepath $50,000 Short

BP 6 Pedestrian and Bicycle Connection between California Avenue and  $450 000 MediumBP ‐6 Missouri Avenue $450,000 Medium

BP ‐7 Create a bicycle/pedestrian bridge over the Nehalem River in the vicinity 
of Alabama Avenue. $1,689,000 Medium

BP 8 Create a Bicycle/Pedestrian Connection to the New Schools from Riverside  $230 000 MediumBP ‐8 Drive $230,000 Medium

BP ‐9 Add a pedestrian/bicycle trail north‐south east of Mist Drive/OR 47 to 
connect the “tree streets” $452,000 Medium

BP ‐10 Construct Sidewalks and Bicycle Facilities on Collector Streets $5,480,000 Medium/Long

BP ‐11 Bicycle/Pedestrian Connection From Vernonia Schools to Nehalem View 
Development $210,000 Medium/Long

BP ‐12 Construct Sidewalk Along OR 47/Mist Drive $750,000 Long

BP ‐13 Connect Future Crown‐Zellerbach Trail to Banks‐Vernonia Trail $1,710,000 Long



Funding OptionsFunding Options
There are a variety of funding options to 
h l f d th TSP j thelp fund the TSP projects:
 ODOT
 Transportation Enhancementp
 Bicycle and Pedestrian Program
 Operations (Signs and illumination)
 Highway Safety Improvement ProgramHighway Safety Improvement Program
 Modernization Program

 Other State sources
C it D l t Bl k G t Community Development Block Grant

 State Parks Recreational Trails Grant
 Urban Trails Fund
 Land and Water Conservation Fund

 Local Sources
 Local Improvement District (LID)p ( )
 Developer Contributions
 Street Improvement Bond



Next StepsNext Steps

Incorporate comments from 
Community Briefing #2 and PAC 
and PMT meeting (April)
Planning Commission and City 
Council Worksession (May)
Planning Commission and City Planning Commission and City
Council will review the draft plan 
and vote on adoption (June/July)p ( / y)



PLEASE TURN OVER 

Comment Form 
 

Vernonia Transportation System Plan Update 
Community Briefing – April 20, 2011 

 

Welcome! Tonight’s meeting is designed to: 

1. Provide information on the implementation of projects for the Vernonia TSP update  

2. Solicit feedback on priorities, time frame, and implementation of TSP update projects 

Name: ________________________________   Affiliation (if applicable): ___________________ 

Address: _______________________________________ City/State/Zip: ___________________  

Email: _________________________________________________________  

How did you hear about this meeting? 

 Newspaper         Project Flier         Project Website         Word of Mouth         Other  

(Please describe): _________________________________________________________________  

Please tell us a little about yourself: 

Do you live in:                Vernonia?          Elsewhere in Columbia County?  
 Other? ____________________________________ 

We’ve presented projects to improve transportation along OR 47 and throughout the City of 
Vernonia: What do you think about these projects?   

1. Roadway Projects (RD -1 through RD – 7) 

 

 

 

 
2. Bicycle and Pedestrian Projects (BP -1 through BP – 13) 
 

 

 

 

  



3. Collector road cross sections: 

 

 

 

 

4. Arterial road cross sections: 

 

 

 

 

5. High Build Alternatives: 

 

 

 

 

6. Low Build Alternatives: 

 

 

 

 

Please add any other comments here: 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your feedback.  Please fill out this comment form and give it to a staff 
member, put it in the comment box, or mail to:  

Carole Connell, City of Vernonia,  
1001 Bridge Street 

Vernonia, OR 97064 

Comments requested by Friday, April 29, 2011. 


