
   
 

Mission Statement 
The City of Vernonia pledges to be an ethical and responsive government using community collaboration to foster leadership and a vision for civic 

improvement while providing a safe, peaceful, economically viable community.   
 
1.  Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Parrow 
 
2.  Additions or Removal of Agenda Items……………..…………………………..…………………..p. 1 
 
3.  Mayor Report 
 A. Letter from Darlene McLeod………………………………………………………………….p. 2 
 B. Letter from Barbara Peterson………………………………………………………………….p. 3 
 
4.  Councilor Committee Meeting Reports 
 
5.  Topics from the Floor/Audience Participation  
 
6.  Consent Agenda for Approval 

A.  City Council Meeting Minutes for November 16th, 2015……………………………...…....…p. 4-7 
B.  Library Board Meeting Minutes for November 3rd, 2015……………………...……….…..…p. 8-9 
C.  Monthly Departmental Update for November………….……………………...……….…..…p. 10-13 

 
7.  Unfinished Business 
  A. Staff Report: Ordinance 880………………………………………………….………………..p. 14 
  B. Staff Report: Title 3 - Livestock and Domesticated Fowl Amendment …………...………….p. 15-20  
  C. Staff Report: Books on Wheels………………………………………………………………..p. 21-22 
 
8.  New Business  
 A.  Staff Report: Food For Fines…………..……………………………...……….….…..……….p. 23 
 
9.  Business from Departments 
 A.  Police Department – Chief Conner 
 B.  City Administrator Report – J. Mitchell 
 
10.  Ordinances/Resolutions 
 A. Ordinance 908: An Ordinance amending Ordinance 745 Controlling Vehicular and Pedestrian 
Traffic; Providing Penalties..………….……………………………………………………..………...….p. 24-26 
 B. Ordinance 909: Amendments to Title 3………..…………………………………………...….p. 27-33 
  
11.  Correspondence 
 A. Agora Platform………………………………………………………………………….……..p. 34 
 
12.  Items from Mayor, Councilors, City Administrator  
 
13.  Action Items Summary – City Administrator 
 
Adjournment 
 

***AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT NOTICE*** 
Please contact the City Recorder, Vernonia City Hall, 1001 Bridge Street, Vernonia, OR 97064 (Phone No. 503-429-5291) at least 48 hours prior to 
the scheduled meeting time if you need an accommodation.  TCC users please call Oregon Telecommunications Relay Service at 1-800-735-2900. 

CITY COUNCIL DECEMBER 7, 2015 AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING 7:00 PM 
City Hall, 1001 Bridge St. Vernonia OR  97064 
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12/3/2015 Gmail ­ Council Emails

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=4dac819fdc&view=pt&q=josette&qs=true&search=query&msg=1515a2c267819cf6&siml=1515a2c267819cf6 1/1

Nicholas Welch <nicholas.welch141@gmail.com>

Council Emails

Bryan Mcleod <crackerdaf@frontier.com> Mon, Nov 30, 2015 at 12:53 PM
Reply­To: Bryan Mcleod <crackerdaf@frontier.com>
To: Josette Mitchell <jmitchell@vernonia­or.gov>
Cc: Nicholas Welch <nicholas.welch141@gmail.com>

Attention:  City Council
Regarding: Animal Ordinance Revision

     As a concerned and interested citizen of the City of Vernonia, I am sending this email to
you and asking that you consider these points of view.
    
     First, I want to make it clear that I am not at all opposed to citizens raising poultry or
animals within the
city limits.
   
      My greatest concern is that we come up with guidelines that would determine the
number of animals and or poultry that would be allowed to be raised. This should be based
on the size of the property the citizen or renter resides on.
    
      I would like to see that we also consider where the structures that "house" the animals
are located. Not 
so near the neighbors that it would offend.
   
     It would be good if the ordinance required the property be maintained in sanitary
condition. (Prevent
trash accumulation; possible vermin habitat; stagnate water; proper disposal of manure and
other debris, etc.)  Obviously this would be easier with a  large piece of property and not in
close proximity to the neighbors.
     
     The last point of my concern is the containment of animals.  Not only for the safety of the
animals, but
for drivers that have to dodge them.

     One more thought.  Other cities require an annual permit fee.  (Anywhere from $25.00 ­
$100.00)

     I would appreciate your consideration of these concerns.

Darlene McLeod
919 Fairway Lane 
Vernonia, OR 97064
[Quoted text hidden]
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Mission Statement 
The City of Vernonia pledges to be an ethical and responsive government using community collaboration to foster leadership and a vision for civic 

improvement while providing a safe, peaceful, economically viable community.   
 
1.  Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Parrow 
Mayor Parrow called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
In attendance: Mayor Parrow; Councilors Seager, Tierney, Hult & McNair. 
 
2.  Additions or Removal of Agenda Items……………..…………………………..…………………..p. 1 
Councilor Hult made a motion to approve the agenda with the addition of item 8 C.: Travel Trailer Permit 
Application, Councilor Tierney seconded, motion passed. 
 
3.  Mayor Report 
 
4.  Councilor Committee Meeting Reports 
Councilor Tierney reported that they didn’t have a quorum at Emergency Preparedness, so they will reschedule. 
Mayor Parrow reported that the Library Board was moving right along. 
Councilor McNair reported that the Public Works Committee rescheduled their meeting. 
 
5.  Topics from the Floor/Audience Participation  
 
6.  Consent Agenda for Approval 

A.  City Council Meeting Minutes for November 2nd, 2015……………………………...…....…p. 2-5  
B.  City Council Work Session Minutes for November 9th, 2015.…………..………….….....…..p. 6-8 
C.  Library Board Meeting Minutes for September 1st, 2015……………………...……….…..…p. 9-10 

 D.  Cemetery Committee Meeting Minutes for October 8th, 2015……...…………………….…..p. 11 
Councilor Tierney mentioned that she was not sure whether it was a good thing that Brandi Fennel and 

Nancy Burch were both Library Staff and also were listed as Board Members. Councilor Tierney made a motion 
to accept the Consent Agenda Items above as presented, Councilor Seager seconded, motion passed. 
 
7.  Unfinished Business 
  A. Staff Report: Ordinance 745…………………………………………………………………..p. 12-23 
 Councilor Tierney reported that she was okay with the changes in the Ordinance. Mayor Parrow asked 
whether this would force the kids to ride their bikes down O-A Hill on Bridge Street. Councilor Hult pointed 
out that the current Ordinance already poses an issue for the Downtown Area. She stated that this was a 
personal issue: her daughter had been injured by a reckless bicycle rider when she was walking down that hill. 
Councilor McNair stated that he agreed that this was a safety issue and asked what the current plans were for 
developing California Avenue. City Administrator Mitchell said that it was currently on hold. Councilor 
McNair brought up that with the school now being located at the top of O-A Hill, it creates more issues with 
safety on this stretch of the highway. Councilor Tierney pointed out that there may be some grant funding 
(healthy communities) available to provide an alternate route (safe routes to school, bike paths). Councilor Hult 
stated that Webb Way, when it is reopened, will be a viable alternate route for bicyclists. She also agrees that it 
would be a good idea to look into funding sources for improvements to provide a better alternate route for 
bicyclists. Councilor Seager stated that he was in favor of the changes to the Walk Your Wheels Ordinance. 
City Administrator Mitchell stated that it may be a good idea for the Police Department to hold a school 
assembly on this topic. Mayor Parrow asked how many more enforcement issues this would create. Some ways 
to remediate this issue that were mentioned included posting at least 2 more Walk Your Wheels signs (which 
would need to be ordered), and educating the Public through a newspaper article. 
  

CITY COUNCIL NOVEMBER 16, 2015  
REGULAR MEETING 7:00 PM MINUTES 
City Hall, 1001 Bridge St. Vernonia OR  97064 
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8.  New Business  
 A.  Ugly Sweater Run Road Closure Request……………………………...……….…………….p. 24 
 Mayor Parrow stated that those are the only inlets for Emergency Vehicles to Anderson Park. Council 
requests that the VACC work with local residents and that City Staff notice the campers/residents. Council 
consensus was to approve the request with those two conditions. 
  

B.  Staff Report: Quarterly Financial Report……………………………………………...…….p. 25-26 
 Councilor McNair mentioned that Water and Sewer had about half of the projected annual income and 
this was only the first quarter. Councilor Tierney mentioned that the Cemetery estimated income for burials and 
plot sales had been low. City Administrator Mitchell said that that projection is based off the previous year’s 
actual numbers. 
  

C.  Travel Trailer Permit 
 Councilor Tierney stated that the permit is only valid for a 6-month time period. Councilor McNair 
asked how the utility hookups worked. Mr. Garlington stated that it is included in the house meters, but is a 
hooked into the system. Councilor asked whether that is legal or not. Mr. Garlington stated that he inherited it 
from the previous owner. Mayor Parrow stated that Council may need more information on this. Mr. Garlington 
said that the RV waste could be self-contained and then dumped. Councilor McNair stated that he would be 
more comfortable with this being more similar to other requests. Mr. Garlington stated that the last people he 
did this for were now regular residents and were contributing to the community.  

Council consensus was to approve this request for a maximum of 6 months if this was determined to be 
a legitimate sewer hookup, or if the applicant agreed to use the self-contained function of the RV and dump the 
waste material.  
 
9.  Business from Departments 
 A.  Police Department – Chief Conner 
 Severe Weather Warning for the next 24-48 hours; we might get snow by next Tuesday. 
  

B.  City Administrator Report – J. Mitchell 
Wastewater Treatment Plant: Upcoming meeting Wednesday, November 18th, with DEQ, 

Construction team, Tetra Tech, Staff, Committee Representative to determine projects compliance, percentage 
of completion, etc. Will update Council of movement in Monthly Departmental Update.  

Spencer Park Improvements: Spencer Park restroom is almost complete. Sheetrock and finish work is 
being installed this week. Parks staff will complete sidewalks to/from when and if there is a break in the 
weather. Bike rack as part of Eagle Scout project will be installed after connecting sidewalks are complete.  

Parks Committee met with Parks Superintendent this past Saturday to review Master Parks Plan, they 
are working to prioritize what projects should be implemented.  

Sewer Rates: Staff is working with FCS on sewer rate data, staff hopes to bring Council new proposed 
sewer rates for review the second December meeting, but it may be in January in order for numbers to be 
reviewed by PW Committee and recommended to Council.  

Rose Avenue Project: The CDBG Application was submitted. Now we wait. Projects awarded funding 
will know by end of November 2015.  

Nickerson Subdivision: The City Planner, City Administrator, Upper Nehalem Watershed Council, 
ODFW, and DSL plan to meet the first week of December to review the Nickerson Ridge culvert and wetland 
riparian areas.   

ODOT Crosswalk: No movement.  
COV Timber Harvest: Greg Lyda (Northwest Land Designs) is sending logs to the mills. Hopefully 

the logging project will be complete by the end of this year.  
Javalation: WOEC has sent the City a request to purchase the parcel of land that is Cougar Street and 

the part adjacent to Parcel 3. The City does not have the funds to purchase the property. The City also has not 
implemented a Reimbursement District as mentioned in the MOA. Legal has suggested that the City look into 
other access points off the highway.  
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FEMA: Staff is working through the elements of the CAV. Staff will be asking Planning Commission to 
review the floodplain ordinance for other items in the ordinance that need amending prior to bringing the 
Ordinance to Council for adoption. Staff is using GIS to upload Elevation Certificates and Floodplain 
Development Permits and connect them to parcels.  

Additional item: City Staff would like to request that Council allow Staff to find small amounts of 
money in each fund to have Blackbird Catering provide catering for the City Christmas Party. Then attendees 
would bring desserts. This would help to provide more of a feeling of appreciation, since the City does not 
provide any holiday bonuses, etc. Councilor Tierney asked how broad they planned to make the catering 
request. Councilor Hult likes the idea that Staff presented. What is the dollar figure like? City Administrator 
Mitchell said that it depends on the number of attendees. They would probably need to use an RSVP system. 
The plan is to ask catering to provide the main course and big sides. Finance Director Handegard said that the 
most attendees they have ever had was 50 people. That was the number that she had in her head for budgeting: 
50*$10=$500. Mayor Parrow pointed out that this may be something that should be added to the regular budget. 
Council consensus was to authorize the requested amount of $10 a plate. City Administrator Mitchell stated that 
they would like to push the gift exchange and write the rules down. Councilor Tierney would not like the 
potluck to be limited to desserts. Maybe the offer could be that attendees could bring either appetizers or a 
dessert. 
 
10.  Ordinances/Resolutions 
 A. Ordinance 908: An Ordinance amending Ordinance 745 Controlling Vehicular and Pedestrian 
Traffic; Providing Penalties..………….……………………………………………………………...….p. 27-29 

Councilor McNair made a motion that the City of Vernonia adopts Ordinance 908: An Ordinance 
amending Ordinance 745 Controlling Vehicular and Pedestrian Traffic; Providing Penalties. Councilor Seager 
seconded, motion passed. 

Interim City Recorder Nicholas Welch read the first reading (by title only) of Ordinance 908: An 
Ordinance amending Ordinance 745 Controlling Vehicular and Pedestrian Traffic; Providing Penalties. 
  
11.  Correspondence 
 
12.  Items from Mayor, Councilors, City Administrator  

Councilor McNair challenged the rest of Council and Staff to donate $20 to the End Hunger Drive at 
R&S Market.  

Councilor Hult will be attending City/County Dinner on Wednesday and will be attending the CCET 
meeting. 

Councilor Tierney met Councilor McNair’s challenge already. 
Councilor Seager accepted Councilor McNair’s challenge and also asked staff to look into the RV issue. 
Councilor McNair asked what the other hookups like shops, etc., look like. How should this RV hookup 

be treated? Staff will look into this to see if there was a payment for this hookup or not and whether it met the 
correct criteria listed in the Building Code. 

Councilor Seager asked whether this would need to be treated as another sewer connection or not. City 
Administrator Mitchell stated that it depends on what happened in the past. Councilor Tierney brought up that 
this might be treated as an Accessory Dwelling Unit. Councilor Seager asked about what a legal hookup was. 

Councilor McNair asked about the Airport culvert project. Jeff from Public Works reported that the 
culvert would cost either $53 for a 20 foot section or $53/foot. It was not clear. Staff will know tomorrow. 
 
13.  Action Items Summary – City Administrator 

Staff will work towards a Walk Your Wheels Public Education plan which will likely include: a school 
assembly, flyers, noticing the paper, and installing signs once the 2nd reading of the Ordinance is complete. 

Staff will notify residents about the Ugly Sweater Run Road Closure.  
Staff will investigate whether the Travel Trailer sewer connection is legitimate or not and will sign the 

permit either with the stipulation that the RV be self-contained if the connection is not legitimate or will sign it 
as is if the connection is determined to be legitimate. 
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Adjournment 
Mayor Parrow adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 
 
These minutes were approved at the December 7th, 2015 City Council meeting.  
 
 
 
 
__________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Nicholas D. Welch, Interim City Recorder  Randall J. Parrow, Mayor 
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Vernonia Library Board 

Meeting Minutes for 

Tuesday, November 3, 2015 
701 Weed Ave 

Vernonia, OR 97064 

10:00 A.M. 

 

I. Regular meeting was called to order at 10:04 am by Janelle Cedergreen. 
 

II. Board members Janelle Cedergreen, Lynn Fulgham, Audeen Wagner, Nancy Burch and Brandi 
Fennell, and Grant Williams were present.  Library Director Shannon Romtvedt and Council 
Liaison Randy Parrow were present. 
 

III. Grant Williams made a motion to accept the agenda with an addition, seconded by Brandi 
Fennell.  Motion passed. 
 

IV. Minutes from September 2015, regular meeting were reviewed.  Grant Williams made a 
motion to accept the minutes seconded by Lynn Fulgham.  Motion passed. 
 

V. No public comments. 
 

VI. Board member reports on items not on the agenda. 
a. Nancy Burch announced that since the Study Club is no longer an active group, a 

decision was made for the remaining funds to be split between the Friends of the 
Library and Vernonia Cares.  A possible use for the funds could be a display shelf. 
 

VII. Old Business 
a. Library Director will make sure the open Library Board position is publicized on 

FaceBook and the City Website.  Board members will consider possible community 
members to recruit for the position. 

b. Nancy Burch and Brandi Fennell updated board members and the Library Director (who 
was on leave) about October programs.  There was a large turnout for a Friday 
preschool storytime when school was out.  So Library Director will line up a volunteer on 
no school days to help with crafts.  2 winners for a pumpkin weight guessing contest – a 
3 year old and a 6th grader. 

c. Audeen Wagner brought a draft of “Books on Wheels Rules and Regulations” for board 
members to review.  Questions were brought up regarding fines, out of city limit 
patrons, eligibility, and item limit.  Library Director and Audeen Wagner will look into 
the questions and a new draft will be brought to the next meeting for review by the 
Library Board.  Final draft will go to City Council for review. 

VIII. New Business 
a. Library Director asked board members to brainstorm projects for the remainder of 

2015-2016.  Focus will be on – outside and building maintenance, finalizing Books on 
Wheels, and considering changes to the Adult Nonresident fee. 
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b. Library Director would like to plan a Food for Fines event for February 2016, benefiting 
Vernonia Cares.  A draft of the plan will be brought to the next board meeting. 

c. As City department staff meetings will now be Tuesdays, 9 am after council meetings, 
Library Board will move meetings a half hour later to 10:30 am. 

d. Discussion on Study Club funds will be moved to the next meeting agenda. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                      
IX. Director’s report      

a. Nancy Burch updated board members about the September Friends of the Library 
meeting.  The Friends approved $400 – 600 for the Adopt-a-Book December event. 

b. Upcoming event – D. Wallace Peach Book Signing event, Tuesday, November 17, 6:30 – 
8 pm.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

X. Reports/recommendations to city administrator or city council.   
a. Changing board meeting time on the City website. 
b. Open Library Board position – city website. 

                                                                                              
XI. Agenda items suggested for the next meeting on Tuesday, November 3, 10 am. 

a. Food for Fines 
b. Study Club Funds 
c. Finalizing Books on Wheels Rules and Regulations. 

XII.  Grant Williams made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Nancy Burch seconded.  Meeting 
adjourned at 11:10 am.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

CC Mtg. Page 9 of 34 12/7/2015



 

Monthly Departmental Update 

NOVEMBER 2015 

UTILITY BILLING 

 Reminders: 
Monday, December 21st      Utility Bills are due 
Tuesday, December 22nd    Late Fees will be applied to past due accounts 
Monday, January 4th          Past Due accounts will be Shut Off 

 Outstanding balances for Active accounts as of 12/3/2015: 
o 90 day 0 
o 60 day 6.00 
o 30 day 855.01 

 Outstanding balance for Inactive accounts 
o 9,472.58 

 

 Utilities clerk added 4 new water/sewer accounts to our billing system 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT - VPD 

 November 01, 2015 – November 30, 2015:  
The total number of Calls for Service and Officer initiated activity was “234”.  This includes 15 Arrests/Citations. 

 

o 11/01/2015 – The Vernonia Police Department received a report of Criminal Mischief in the 700 Block of 
Riverside Dr.  It was reported that tires had been slashed.   

 

o 11/05/2015 – The Vernonia Police Department received a report of a Theft that occurred at the Vernonia 
School District.  It was reported that a communication device (DynaVox Maestro) was stolen from a student 
who is Non-Verbal.  The item was valued at approximately $8000 Dollars. 

 

o 11/07/2015 – Kevin Fowler of Vernonia was issued a Citation for Driving While Suspended on Rose Ave near 
River St. 

 

o 11/09/2015 – Brandon Cardinal was arrested on an outstanding Felony Warrant in the 700 Block of Mist Drive. 
 

o 11/11/2015 – Fawn Cecil was issued citations for Driving While Suspended and Driving Uninsured on Hwy 47 
near Sunnyside.  

 

o 11/11/2015 – Richard Rinks was issued citations for Driving While Suspended and Failing to Carry Proof of 
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Insurance on Bridge St. near East Ave.  
 

o 11/13/2015 – Abel Caba was arrested on an outstanding Felony Warrant in the 400 Block of Jefferson Ave. 
 

o 11/14/2015 – The Vernonia Police Department responded to a Traffic Crash on E. Bridge St. near Riverside Dr.  
Chad West was subsequently arrested for Driving While Under the influence of Intoxicants and Reckless 
Driving.  

 

o 11/17/2015 – The Vernonia Police Department responded to a Traffic Crash on E. Bridge St. near N. Mist Dr.  
Collin Lanphear was subsequently issued a citation for No Operator’s License. 

 

o 11/20/2015 – David LaPlant was arrested on outstanding Misdemeanor Warrant on Bridge St. near Adams Ave. 
 

o 11/21/2015 – Cody Kammerman was issued a citation for Failing to Obey a Traffic Control Device on C. St. 
near State Ave.  

 

o 11/21/2015 – Casandra Gunter was issued traffic citations for No Operator’s License and Careless Driving on 
Bridge St. near Adams Ave. 

 

 The Vernonia Police Department will be participating in annual firearms training during the month of December.  A 
portion of the training will be classroom.  Officer qualifications will occur at TNW firearms on Timber Rd.  The date for 
the qualifications have not yet been set.        
 

FINANCE  

 Several applications have been received for the City Recorder opening.  They have been reviewed and interviews 

have been scheduled for December 4th.   

 The restrooms at Spencer Park are almost finished.   Dan and his crew did a great job getting them built.  Parks 

staff will be doing some repair work around the play shed and next spring will put in the sidewalk around the 

restrooms. 

 The second pay request was submitted and processed this month.  The contractors have made a lot of progress.  

Unfortunately, as winter sets in they won’t be able to do much earth work, but will be focusing on the structure 

instead.    

 We would like to welcome Ben Fousek as the newest member of our staff.  He has been working on contract for the 

past few years as our GIS consultant, but with the restructuring of duties we have hired him to continue the GIS 

work as well as assist the Planner with land use issues. 

 The draft audit has been received and reviewed.  There was only one correction needed and the final should be 

arriving next month. 

PUBLIC WORKS 

 Staff did some much needed ditch, culvert, storm drain cleaning this month on OA hill.  

 The last of the leaves on the streets have been picked up by street sweeper. This time of year there is more street 
sweeping than normal because of the leaves. 
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 Staff has been trying to get some much needed street patching done. This is a never ending job as all of our streets 
were chip sealed over 10 years ago and they are now deteriorating badly. 

 Another new water service was installed on Rose Hedge Court. 

 Water plant operations took up more staff time this month with all of the heavy rain we had. The heavy rain causes 
Rock Creek to become very heavy with silt thus it takes more time to make good clean drinking water out of it.  

 A very large stump become lodged on the intake structure clogging the intake every few hours. The stump has 
been removed now that the creek level has gone down.  

 A few automatic valves that have been not functioning correctly at the water plant. Parts have been ordered but 
have not arrived yet. Luckily parts are still available from the factory. 

 The security fence has been installed around pump station # 1. The fence purchase and installation was made 
possible by a CIS Risk Management Grant Fund. This lessens the City risk as the area of pump station #1 is 
secure.  

 Wastewater operations have now doubled in time since we are now discharging to the river. Most of this time is in 
lab time, since there are now double the tests to be done. Instead of 2-3 hours, lab now takes 3-5 hours to 
complete. 

 

LIBRARY 

 The library is participating in the Spirit of Christmas in Vernonia this year.  Come to the library Saturday, December 

12, 12:30 pm for a reading of Chris Van Allsburg’s The Polar Express and make a silver bell ornament for your tree. 

 Adopt-a-Book event starts Wednesday, December 2.  Create a unique holiday gift by purchasing a book for the 

Vernonia Public Library’s collection.  You can dedicate the book to the person of your choice with a special 

bookplate.  Sponsored by the Friends of the Vernonia Library. 

 Christmas decorating starts Tuesday, December 1 at the library.  Thank you to Mike’s Christmas Tree Farm for 

donating the library’s tree.  Please shop locally for your Christmas tree this year!   

 Circulation is up at the library this year.  In October 2015, patrons checked out 2,085 items.  In October 2014, 

patrons checked out 1,728 items.   

 Library Director submitted the Ready to Read Grant 2014-2015 final report for funds used in Summer Reading 

2015.  The final report is due December 1 every year.   

 

GIS/ LAND USE PLANNING  

 GIS work continues on water services/billing. New services have been added; meter reading/importing and billing 

has been almost completely error free; and staff continues to learn to utilize MuniBilling features to improve 

efficiency and accuracy of the overall billing process, track numbers for overall picture of water utility customers, 

consumption figures, etc.  

 Work has begun on the cemetery update. Burial records through 2015 have been entered into the system. Updated 

maps for staff are being created. The next steps in improving cemetery operations, e.g. better record keeping on 

sales of plots, burial documentation, are on hold pending the hiring of the new City Recorder. Work will then 

continue with said person to design and implement a simple, effective solution to improving cemetery operations. 

 Works with community members in daily calls about properties for sale, floodplain questions, and information 

requests related to development and building. 

 

 

PARKS 
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 4 downtown street trees were removed per the Council direction to remove trees that were pushing up the sidewalk. 
Staff had identified 6 to be removed, only 4 were found to be actually causing damage.  

 Installed wood fence posts and trimmed trees at Ora Bolmeier park. 

 Raked and removed leaves at all of the parks. 

 Site prep for concrete pour at New Spencer bathroom partially completed. 

 Evacuated mud and debris from storm drains at New Spencer Park. 

 Shut water off at the Shay Park primitive campsite at the lake. 

 Prepped for installation of new ceiling heaters at lake bathrooms. 

 Winterized bathrooms at Hawkins Park. 

 Replaced broken faucet at gazebo/picnic area at Anderson. 

 Shut water off at shay. 

 Assistance to water/sewer/streets with day to day operations and emergencies is ongoing. 
 

CITY ADMINISTRATION 

 On November 18th, representatives from the City, DEQ, Tetra Tech, OTAK, and R&G Excavating attended the construction 
meeting for the WWTP. Representatives toured the project, DEQ seemed pleased with the progression of the project. 
Construction has begun on the treatment building, plumbing and electrical installation is the first element prior to the 
foundation being poured.  

 City Administrator and Councilor Hult attended the City/County Dinner in Rainier on November 18th at which ColPac discussed 
the AGORA system to streamline grant applications and ideas with grant funders. The City will be contacted by ColPac and 
asked to prioritize economic development projects which are needed in the City.  

 City Administrator met with Betsy Johnson, Dan Brown, Commissioner Hyde, FEMA, and Photo Solutions staff on Tuesday, 
November 24th in St. Helens to discuss the final available extension for Photo Solutions buyout by FEMA. Staff is helping to 
facilitate communications with Oregon Business and other agencies on re-starting the California Avenue engineering project.  

 The City was notified of the success of the CDBG application for the Rose Avenue-Senior Center/Food Bank project on 
November   30th, 2015. The next step is for the City to approve the contract with IFA for CDBG funds, Dec. 21st, 2015. Then 
the City can start to go through the recruitment process for a grant manager.  
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CITY  OF VERNONIA   
CITY  COUNCIL  AGENDA  ITEM 

 

December 1, 2015 
 

From:     Shannon Romtvedt, Library Director 
Through: Josette Mitchell, City Administrator 
To:     Mayor and City Council 
Re:      City Staff on City Committees 
 

 
Agenda Item Summary:  
 
At the November 16 City Council meeting, Councilor Tierney brought up an issue with the Library Board minutes.  
Currently, two Library Board members are also library staff members.   
 
Ordinance No. 880, Section 3 states “All members shall serve without compensation.”  The Ordinance does not 
speak to city staff serving on committees. 
 
The Library Board has a history of staff members serving on the Library Board, so this is not new to the current 
Board.  The statement in the ordinance has been interpreted to mean that members could not be compensated for 
time served on the Library Board. Staff members volunteer for Library Board and are not compensated.   
 
Previous Council Action: 
None. 
 
Attachments: 
None. 
 
Recommendation:  
 
Library Director recommends allowing both city staff members Nancy Burch and Brandi Fennell to serve out there 
terms as voting members on the Library Board.  Library Director also recommends revising Ordinance No. 880 to 
speak specifically to rules relating to city staff serving on committees.  The current language does not make this 
clear.  
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CITY  OF VERNONIA   
CITY  COUNCIL  AGENDA  ITEM 

 
December 7, 2015 

 

From:     Josette Mitchell, City Administrator 
To:     Mayor and City Council 
Re:  Amendment to Title 3-Livestock 
 
 
Agenda Item Summary:  
 Per Council request staff is presenting the amendments to Title 3-Livestock. Council has presented two public 
opportunities for citizens to comment about sections of this ordinance. The version in front of you is the 
compilation of all Council requests. If Council wishes to enact these requirements Council will vote to approve the 
amendment to Title 3-Section 3-06.03 Livestock and Domesticated Fowl. 
 
Attachments:  

• Title 3 Section 3-06.03 Livestock and Domesticated Fowl amendment 
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3-06.03   [Livestock  and Domesticated Fowl] 
 

 

3-06.03-10     [Definitions] 

 
“Animal” means any living vertebrate creature, reptile or bird, except human or unless otherwise 

expressly excepted. 
 

“At large” means any animal that falls under this chapter found off the premises or outside of the vehicle 

of the owner or custodian of the animal, and not under control of a person by means of a leash. 
 

“Bovine animal” includes cows and other cattle. 

“Poultry” means domestic fowl normally raised for meat, eggs and/or other purposes, and specifically 

includes, without limitation, chickens, turkeys, ducks, geese, and guinea hens. 
 

“Inhumane treatment” means any act, omission or neglect whereby unnecessary or unjustifiable physical 

pain or suffering is caused or permitted. 
 

“Miniature livestock” means livestock of a dwarfed variety, or species bred so as to be a smaller version 

than its standard livestock counterpart. Including miniature; cows, horses, ponies, sheep, Vietnamese 

Potbellied pigs under 95 lbs., and pygmy goats.  

 

“Rabbit” Any of various long-eared, short-tailed, burrowing mammals of the family Leporidae, such as 

the commonly domesticated species Oryctolagus cuniculu. 
 

“Standard livestock” “barnyard animal” means any horses, bulls, cows, calves, heifers, goats, sheep, 

donkeys, llamas, or other animal stock, as further defined in this section. 
 

“Owner,” “ownership” or “custodian” includes or refers to any person, firm, corporation, partnership or 

cooperative owning, having custody or possession of any animal and any such natural or artificial person 

who keeps, harbors, feeds or allows an animal to remain on their property for longer than five days. 

 

 

3-06.03-20     [Prohibited Animals] 
A. It is unlawful to have or keep within the City limits of Vernonia any live pigs or swine. 

 

B. Notwithstanding the above, the having or keeping of swine commonly referred to as Miniature 

Vietnamese, Chinese or Oriental pot-bellied pigs (sus scrofa vittatus) is allowed subject to the 

following: 

1. Any pig or swine shall be considered to fall within these exceptions if its maximum 

height is no greater than 18 inches at the shoulder and it weighs no more than 95 

pounds. 

2. No more than three Miniature Vietnamese, Chinese or Oriental pot-bellied pigs shall 

be kept at any one address for any period.  
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3-06.03-30    [Provisions] 
 

A. Required Open Space and Minimum Dimensional Requirements for Pasturing.  

LIVESTOCK 

CATEGORIES 

Maximum Number of Livestock Allowed on  

Single Family Residential Property 

Poultry 25 sq. ft. per bird 

Livestock 10,000 sq. ft. of open space for maintaining and pasturing 1st animal, additional 5,000 sq. ft. for 

each additional animal  

 5000 sq. ft.  5,001-10,000 sq. ft.  10,000 sq. ft. to 1 acre Over 1 acre of larger 

in area 

Poultry 4 5-6 9+ by. sq. ft. or 

permitted 

9+ by sq. ft. or 

permitted 

Rabbit Not to exceed 5 

adults 

5-12 not to exceed 

12 adults 

Not to exceed 12 adults Not to exceed 12 

adults 

Miniature Livestock 3 3+ by sq. ft. or 

permitted 

3+ by sq. ft. or 

permitted 

3+ by sq. ft. or 

permitted 

Standard Livestock 0 0 1+ by sq. ft. or 

permitted 

3+ by sq. ft. or 

permitted 

Emus, ostrich, peafowl, 

Miniature variety of 

horse, cow, pony, 

sheep, and llamas 

By permit only By permit only By permit only 3+ by sq. ft. or 

permitted 

 

For standard livestock animals, there shall be not less than ten thousand (10,000) square feet of open 

space for maintaining and pasturing the first animal on any parcel of property, and an additional five 

thousand (5,000) square feet shall be required for each additional standard livestock animal.  

For poultry, there shall be not less than twenty-five (25) square feet for each fowl.  

In addition, the following minimum dimensional requirements for open space and pasturing purposes 

shall be provided: 
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1.    The stable, coup, or other shelter housing the livestock animals  or domesticated fowl shall be 

set back at least fifteen (15) feet from any building used for human habitation, and ten (10) feet 

from any rear property line; no structures that shelter livestock or domesticated fowl shall be 

located in front of the main structure.  

2.    In the event any livestock animal gives birth/hatched, thereby exceeding the number of 

livestock animals allowed by the minimum set forth in this subsection, the owner of said livestock 

animal and/or the occupier of the premises shall conform to the number of livestock animals for 

the dimensional requirements within six months following of the birth of the animal. 

     B.    Number Permitted. No more than three livestock animals may be kept on any premises, 

without a special use permit. In the case of poultry, any number may be kept for non-commercial 

purposes insofar as the required space is provided for each fowl. Roosters shall be permitted within that 

number if secluded or confined within an area of the property where adjacent neighbors will not be 

unreasonably disturbed. Rooster removal is warranted by 2 separate complainants within a 6 month 

period. The maximum amount of poultry or rabbits shall constitute 1 miniature livestock.  

C. Fencing. The owner and/or tenant and/or other occupier of the premises upon which any 

livestock animal is maintained for more than seven consecutive days within the city limits shall provide 

adequate fencing in a good state of repair to guarantee the confinement of said animal within the fence, 

fence shall completely enclose an area adhering to the minimal dimensional requirements. 

D. Waste Disposal. The owner of each livestock animal and the owner and/or occupier of the 

premises upon which said animal is maintained within the city limits shall guarantee and at all times 

maintain the premises upon which the animal is maintained in a sanitary and neat condition, including, 

but not limited to, disposal of manure or other waste material from said animal. All slaughter waste must 

be appropriately disposed of by burial or garbage receptacle. An unreasonable accumulation of flies or 

other insects or pests within the property on which said animal is maintained, and/or noxious or 

offensive odors, or the unreasonable accumulation of flies, insects or other pests transcending or 

migrating into neighboring or vicinal real property, shall be presumed to be inadequate sanitary 

conditions. No more than one cubic yard of solid waste may be kept on the property at any one time and 

must be kept dry, and be located behind the front building plane of the residence and must be kept a 

minimum of 10 feet from all property lines. 

E. Slaughtering. Slaughtering of any animal within the city, must take place out of view and 

hearing of the general public.  

3-06.03-40    [Other Animals] 

A. Bees. 1-4 Hives. Owners must notify all neighbors within 150 feet of the hive or proposed 

facility. Proposed hives must be a minimum of fifteen (15) feet away from “any public walkway, street, 

road, or any public building, park or recreational area, or any residential dwelling” owner’s dwelling 

excluded. Hives that are also less than 150 feet from any streets, parks, houses, etc. must be “protected by 
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a six foot hedgerow, partition, fence or similar enclosure.” One (1) hive will be allowed per every 5,000 

sq. ft. of land. 5 or more Hives. Must follow the above restrictions, the owner must also register them 

with the Oregon Department of Agriculture.  

      B.     Exotic Animals. Exotic animals are prohibited except as provided in subsection (B) of this 

section. 

      C.    Wild Animals. No person shall own any wild animal unless he or she has obtained a permit 

from the State Fish and Wildlife Department, Federal Fish and Wildlife Service or other appropriate 

governmental agency; provided, that the animal control authority may allow a person to temporarily care 

for an infant or injured wild animal native to this area which is homeless, while the person acquires the 

necessary state and/or federal permits. 

 

3-06.03-50      [Control and Confinement] 

A.    All horses on public property after dark shall have a reflective device of some kind so that they 

are visible. 

B.    It is unlawful for any person or persons who are the owner or custodians of livestock to allow 

any of said animals to be at large within the town. 

C.    It is unlawful for any person to herd, drive, lead, ride or pasture any livestock upon any 

sidewalk within the town. 

D.    It is unlawful for any person or persons who are owners or custodians of livestock to damage 

property of another, including other animals. 

E.    It is unlawful to have possession or control of any animal that is sick or infected with an 

untreated infectious or contagious disease, or to permit any diseased or infected animal to run at large, or 

come in contact with other animals. 

F.    It is unlawful to permit any livestock to spread or spill garbage. 

G.    It is unlawful to tether an animal in such a manner as to permit the animal to enter any 

sidewalk, street, alley or to enter any adjacent lot or premises unless authorized by the occupant of the 

adjacent premises. 

 

3-06.03-60      [Shelter] 

A.    Keeping of livestock and domesticated fowl is permitted, provided an adequate shelter is 

maintained for said animals. This regulation shall not be construed to permit the keeping of animals in 
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any place or manner which will endanger public health and safety or interfere with the reasonable use 

and enjoyment of surrounding properties. 

B.    Livestock and domesticated fowl must be maintained in a neat, sanitary and orderly condition. 

C.    Shelters shall conform to the Uniform Building Codes as adopted by the City of Vernonia. 

D.    All livestock shall be kept only within buildings, pens or fences, each of which shall be 

sufficient in size and strength to resist the pressure from the animals within so as not to allow them to 

escape. A violation of this section is an infraction.  

E.    Protective Impoundment. The animal control officer is empowered to impound any animal 

found within any building, establishment or premises, whether public or private, in such condition as 

would be considered by a reasonably prudent person to be cruel to the animal, or any animal found 

seriously sick or injured.  

 

3-06.03-70       [Violation] 

 
A. Any person or entity convicted of the violation of this section 3-06.03 shall be fined $500.00 for 

each violation. For the purposes of enforcement of this section, each day of a violation shall 

constitute a separate violation.  

 

 

3-06.03-80       [Grandfather Clause] 

 
A. Animals possessed at the adoption of this amendment which are in violation with Section 3-

06.03 may remain in owners possession for 6 months, at which time owner will be required 

to remove animals which violate Section 3-06.03 from the premises.  
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CITY  OF VERNONIA   
CITY  COUNCIL  AGENDA  ITEM 

 

December 1, 2015 
 

From:     Shannon Romtvedt, Library Director 
Through: Josette Mitchell, City Administrator 
To:     Mayor and City Council 
Re:      Books on Wheels 
 

 
Agenda Item Summary:  
 
The Library Board would like start new a service for the Vernonia Public Library, reaching out to a new patron 
base.  Books on Wheels is a program designed to deliver books to homebound residents.  Library Board member, 
Audeen Wagner, will implement and administer the program.  Library staff will work with and notify the program 
administrator if any issues come up with “Books on Wheels” patron accounts.   
 
Volunteers for Books on Wheels will submit an application and go through a background check like other library 
volunteers. 
 
Previous Council Action: 
None. 
 
Attachments: 
Books on Wheels Rules and Regulations 
 
 
Recommendation:  
 
The Library Board recommends Council approve Books on Wheels Rules and Regulations.  Upon approval, the 
Library Board will work with Library staff to implement the program and begin publicizing.   
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CITY  OF VERNONIA   
CITY  COUNCIL  AGENDA  ITEM 

 

December 1, 2015 
 

From:     Shannon Romtvedt, Library Director 
Through: Josette Mitchell, City Administrator 
To:     Mayor and City Council 
Re:      Food for Fines Event - Library 
 

 
Agenda Item Summary:  
 
In previous years, the library has hosted a Food for Fines event during a one week period.  “Food for Fines” drives 
are hosted in libraries all over the nation.  They serve multiple purposes: reduce fines and encourage patrons to 
use the library, donate non-perishable food to a local food bank, encourage patrons to come back to the library 
and return long overdue items.    
 
Generally, libraries waive for fines only, not lost or damaged items.  Libraries most commonly waive $1 per item 
and provide a list of suggested items to donate.  Libraries do not accept dented cans or expired food. 
 
Vernonia Cares Director Sandy Welch recommended a fundraiser outside of the holiday season, during one of 
their slower periods.  February was suggested. 
 
In a 2 week period, the library collects anywhere between $20 and $100 in fines.  As many canned goods can 
exceed the $1 waived from the account and some may prefer to donate money to the event, the Library Director 
suggests donating both food and fines collected.        
 
 
Previous Council Action: 
None. 
 
Attachments: 
None. 
 
Recommendation:  
 
The library would like to host a “Food for Fines” drive during the first 2 weeks of February, February 1 - 15, 2016.  
Along with waiving $1 for every non-perishable item, the Library Director and Library Board recommends 
accepting money as well.  All fines and food collected during the 2 week period will be donated to Vernonia Cares. 
 
An idea was proposed at the December 1, 2015 Library Board meeting to cut fines in half during the event to 
encourage more participation.  Library Board was in favor of this decision.   
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CITY  OF VERNONIA   
CITY  COUNCIL  AGENDA  ITEM 

 

December 7, 2015 
 

From:     Josette Mitchell, City Administrator 
To:     Mayor and City Council 
Re:  Ordinance 908- 2nd Reading 
 

 
Agenda Item Summary:  
 This is the second reading of Ordinance 908 : Ordinance 908 will extend the Walk Your Wheels area of town 

to include “No person shall ride, operate, or use a bicycle on the sidewalk along Bridge Street between 

Texas Avenue and California Avenue.” 

 
Attachments:  

 Ord. 908  
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ORD 908 Amendment to Ordinance 745 Section 27/31 Nov. 16, 2015
   

 

ORDINANCE NO. _____908_____ 

 

An Ordinance amending Ordinance 745 Controlling Vehicular and 

Pedestrian Traffic; Providing Penalties 

 

WHEREAS, the Vernonia City Council deems it necessary to amend certain sections of 

Ordinance 745, An Ordinance Controlling Vehicular and Pedestrian Traffic; Providing Penalties, 

adopted May 16, 2000. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF VERNONIA ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Ordinance 745 is amended as follows [additions in underline]: 

 

Section 1. Section 27 of Ordinance 745 is amended to reads as follows: 

 

Section 27.  [Bicycles, Roller Skates, Skateboards, Sleds, etc.] 
 

1.  No person shall ride, operate or use roller skates, rollerblades, skateboards, scooters, 

skis, toboggans, sled, or similar devices on a street or sidewalk adjacent to Bridge 

Street between Weed Avenue and Adams Avenue; including Madison Avenue, 

Jefferson Avenue, Adams Avenue, Shady Lane and Maple Street. (Amended by 

Ordinance 900 February 2, 2015) 

No person shall ride operate or use a bicycle on any sidewalk adjacent to Bridge 

Street between Weed Avenue and Adams Avenue; including Madison Avenue, 

Jefferson Avenue, Adams Avenue, Shady Lane and Maple Street.  No person shall 

ride, operate, or use a bicycle on the sidewalk along Bridge Street between Texas 

Avenue and California Avenue. For purposes of this Section; walking with a bicycle 

shall not be considered riding, operation or use. (Amended by Ordinance 900 

February 2, 2015) (Amended by Ordinance 908,                              , 2015). 

 

Section 2. Section 31 of Ordinance 745 is amended to read as follows: 

 

Section 31.  [Bicycle Operating Rules]  In addition to observing all other applicable provisions 

of this ordinance and state law pertaining to bicycles, a person shall: 

 

1. Not leave a bicycle, except in a bicycle rack.  If no rack is provided, the person shall 

leave the bicycle so as not to obstruct any roadway, sidewalk, driveway or building 

entrance.  A person shall not leave a bicycle in violation of motor vehicle parking 

provisions. 

2. Not ride, operate or use a bicycle on a sidewalk adjacent to Bridge Street between 

Rose Avenue and Adams Avenue; including Madison Avenue, Jefferson Avenue, 

Adams Avenue, Shady Lane and Maple Street. Not ride, operate, or use a bicycle on 

the sidewalk along Bridge Street between Texas Avenue and California Avenue. For 

purposes of this Section; walking with a bicycle shall not be considered riding, 

operation or use. (Amended by Ordinance 900, February 2, 2015)(Amended by 

Ordinance 908, November 16, 2015). 
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ORD 908 Amendment to Ordinance 745 Section 27/31 Nov. 16, 2015
   

 

 

Section 3.  Effective Date:  Under the provisions of the City of Vernonia Charter of 1998, 

Chapter VIII, Section 32, the provisions of this ordinance shall become effective on the thirtieth 

(30th) day after its adoption and authentication. 

 

Section 4.  Recorder’s Duties:  The City Recorder is hereby directed, upon adoption and 

authentication, to number this ordinance as the next adopted ordinance of the City of Vernonia. 

 

Read by title only for the first time this____16th ___day of November, 2015 by the following 

vote: 

Ayes:_____  Nays:______  Abstain:______  Absent: ____ 

 

 

Read by title only for the second time and passed this ______day of December, 2015 by the 

following vote: 

Ayes:_______ Nays:______ Abstain:________ Absent:______  

 

 

 

Signed by me, Randall J. Parrow, Mayor in authentication of its adoption this________ 

day of _________________________, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

      Randall J. Parrow, Mayor 

 

 

 

Attest:_____________________________ 

 Nicholas D. Welch, Interim City Recorder 
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CITY  OF VERNONIA   
CITY  COUNCIL  AGENDA  ITEM 

 

December 7, 2015 
 

From:     Josette Mitchell, City Administrator 
To:     Mayor and City Council 
Re:  Ordinance 909: Amending Title 3 – Livestock and Domesticated Fowl 
 

 
Agenda Item Summary:  
 This is the Ordinance which will amend Title 3 Section 3-06.03 Livestock and Domesticated Fowl. If Council 
wishes the ordinance may be adopted.  
 
Attachments:  

 Ord. 909 Amending Title 3 Section 3-06.03 Livestock and Domesticated Fowl 
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ORDINANCE NO. 909 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF VERNONIA AMENDING TITLE 3  
SECTION 3-06 LIVESTOCK AND DOMESTICATED FOWL 

 
The City of Vernonia ordains: 
WHEREAS, in 2005 the City began the process of codifying their ordinances of rules and 
regulations into a single municipal code in order to improve administrative efficiency, 
 
WHEREAS, Title 3 Public Protection was adopted May 5, 2014 
 
WHEREAS, the City held a Work Session to discuss the City’s permitted Livestock and 
Domesticated Fowl, 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council found some deficiencies in Title 3-06 Public Protection for 
permitting the raising of Livestock and Domesticated Fowl, 
 
NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of Vernonia does ordain as follows: 

Section 1:  the City does hereby adopt the amendments to Title 3 Section 3-06 Public 
Protection according to the text attached Exhibit A, and; 
 
Section 2:  the City does hereby amend Title 3 Section 3-06 Public Protection and 
replace the regulations with those identified as the attached Exhibit A, and 
 
Section 3:  Effective Date:  Under the provisions of the City of Vernonia Charter of 
1998, Chapter VIII, the Council finds it may provide two readings at the same hearing 
and that this ordinance may take effect in 30 days from the date of decision. 
 
Section 4:  Council Clerk’s Duties:  The Council Clerk is hereby directed, upon its 
adoption and authentication, to number this ordinance as the next adopted ordinance of 
the City of Vernonia. 
 
(Must be read in full if requested) 
Adopted as read by title only this 7th day of December, 2015 by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:____  Nays:____ Abstain:____ Absent:____ 
 
Adopted as read for a second time on this 21st day of December, 2015 by the following 
vote: 
 
Ayes:____ Nays:____ Abstain:____ Absent:____ 
 
Signed by me, Randall J. Parrow, mayor, in authentication of its adoption this 21st day of 
December, 2015. 
      __________________________________ 
      Randall J. Parrow, Mayor 
Attest:________________________________ 
 Nicholas Welch, Interim City Recorder 
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3-06.03   [Livestock  and Domesticated Fowl] 
 

 

3-06.03-10     [Definitions] 

 
“Animal” means any living vertebrate creature, reptile or bird, except human or unless otherwise 

expressly excepted. 
 

“At large” means any animal that falls under this chapter found off the premises or outside of the vehicle 

of the owner or custodian of the animal, and not under control of a person by means of a leash. 
 

“Bovine animal” includes cows and other cattle. 

“Poultry” means domestic fowl normally raised for meat, eggs and/or other purposes, and specifically 

includes, without limitation, chickens, turkeys, ducks, geese, and guinea hens. 
 

“Inhumane treatment” means any act, omission or neglect whereby unnecessary or unjustifiable physical 

pain or suffering is caused or permitted. 
 

“Miniature livestock” means livestock of a dwarfed variety, or species bred so as to be a smaller version 

than its standard livestock counterpart. Including miniature; cows, horses, ponies, sheep, Vietnamese 

Potbellied pigs under 95 lbs., and pygmy goats.  

 

“Rabbit” Any of various long-eared, short-tailed, burrowing mammals of the family Leporidae, such as 

the commonly domesticated species Oryctolagus cuniculu. 
 

“Standard livestock” “barnyard animal” means any horses, bulls, cows, calves, heifers, goats, sheep, 

donkeys, llamas, or other animal stock, as further defined in this section. 
 

“Owner,” “ownership” or “custodian” includes or refers to any person, firm, corporation, partnership or 

cooperative owning, having custody or possession of any animal and any such natural or artificial person 

who keeps, harbors, feeds or allows an animal to remain on their property for longer than five days. 

 

 

3-06.03-20     [Prohibited Animals] 
A. It is unlawful to have or keep within the City limits of Vernonia any live pigs or swine. 

 

B. Notwithstanding the above, the having or keeping of swine commonly referred to as Miniature 

Vietnamese, Chinese or Oriental pot-bellied pigs (sus scrofa vittatus) is allowed subject to the 

following: 

1. Any pig or swine shall be considered to fall within these exceptions if its maximum 

height is no greater than 18 inches at the shoulder and it weighs no more than 95 

pounds. 

2. No more than three Miniature Vietnamese, Chinese or Oriental pot-bellied pigs shall 

be kept at any one address for any period.  

 

 

 

CC Mtg. Page 29 of 34 12/7/2015



Vernonia Municipal Code Page 3-51 

 

 

3-06.03-30    [Provisions] 
 

A. Required Open Space and Minimum Dimensional Requirements for Pasturing.  

LIVESTOCK 

CATEGORIES 

Maximum Number of Livestock Allowed on  

Single Family Residential Property 

Poultry 25 sq. ft. per bird 

Livestock 10,000 sq. ft. of open space for maintaining and pasturing 1st animal, additional 5,000 sq. ft. for 

each additional animal  

 5000 sq. ft.  5,001-10,000 sq. ft.  10,000 sq. ft. to 1 acre Over 1 acre of larger 

in area 

Poultry 4 5-6 9+ by. sq. ft. or 

permitted 

9+ by sq. ft. or 

permitted 

Rabbit Not to exceed 5 

adults 

5-12 not to exceed 

12 adults 

Not to exceed 12 adults Not to exceed 12 

adults 

Miniature Livestock 3 3+ by sq. ft. or 

permitted 

3+ by sq. ft. or 

permitted 

3+ by sq. ft. or 

permitted 

Standard Livestock 0 0 1+ by sq. ft. or 

permitted 

3+ by sq. ft. or 

permitted 

Emus, ostrich, peafowl, 

Miniature variety of 

horse, cow, pony, 

sheep, and llamas 

By permit only By permit only By permit only 3+ by sq. ft. or 

permitted 

 

For standard livestock animals, there shall be not less than ten thousand (10,000) square feet of open 

space for maintaining and pasturing the first animal on any parcel of property, and an additional five 

thousand (5,000) square feet shall be required for each additional standard livestock animal.  

For poultry, there shall be not less than twenty-five (25) square feet for each fowl.  

In addition, the following minimum dimensional requirements for open space and pasturing purposes 

shall be provided: 
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1.    The stable, coup, or other shelter housing the livestock animals  or domesticated fowl shall be 

set back at least fifteen (15) feet from any building used for human habitation, and ten (10) feet 

from any rear property line; no structures that shelter livestock or domesticated fowl shall be 

located in front of the main structure.  

2.    In the event any livestock animal gives birth/hatched, thereby exceeding the number of 

livestock animals allowed by the minimum set forth in this subsection, the owner of said livestock 

animal and/or the occupier of the premises shall conform to the number of livestock animals for 

the dimensional requirements within six months following of the birth of the animal. 

     B.    Number Permitted. No more than three livestock animals may be kept on any premises, 

without a special use permit. In the case of poultry, any number may be kept for non-commercial 

purposes insofar as the required space is provided for each fowl. Roosters shall be permitted within that 

number if secluded or confined within an area of the property where adjacent neighbors will not be 

unreasonably disturbed. Rooster removal is warranted by 2 separate complainants within a 6 month 

period. The maximum amount of poultry or rabbits shall constitute 1 miniature livestock.  

C. Fencing. The owner and/or tenant and/or other occupier of the premises upon which any 

livestock animal is maintained for more than seven consecutive days within the city limits shall provide 

adequate fencing in a good state of repair to guarantee the confinement of said animal within the fence, 

fence shall completely enclose an area adhering to the minimal dimensional requirements. 

D. Waste Disposal. The owner of each livestock animal and the owner and/or occupier of the 

premises upon which said animal is maintained within the city limits shall guarantee and at all times 

maintain the premises upon which the animal is maintained in a sanitary and neat condition, including, 

but not limited to, disposal of manure or other waste material from said animal. All slaughter waste must 

be appropriately disposed of by burial or garbage receptacle. An unreasonable accumulation of flies or 

other insects or pests within the property on which said animal is maintained, and/or noxious or 

offensive odors, or the unreasonable accumulation of flies, insects or other pests transcending or 

migrating into neighboring or vicinal real property, shall be presumed to be inadequate sanitary 

conditions. No more than one cubic yard of solid waste may be kept on the property at any one time and 

must be kept dry, and be located behind the front building plane of the residence and must be kept a 

minimum of 10 feet from all property lines. 

E. Slaughtering. Slaughtering of any animal within the city, must take place out of view and 

hearing of the general public.  

3-06.03-40    [Other Animals] 

A. Bees. 1-4 Hives. Owners must notify all neighbors within 150 feet of the hive or proposed 

facility. Proposed hives must be a minimum of fifteen (15) feet away from “any public walkway, street, 

road, or any public building, park or recreational area, or any residential dwelling” owner’s dwelling 

excluded. Hives that are also less than 150 feet from any streets, parks, houses, etc. must be “protected by 
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a six foot hedgerow, partition, fence or similar enclosure.” One (1) hive will be allowed per every 5,000 

sq. ft. of land. 5 or more Hives. Must follow the above restrictions, the owner must also register them 

with the Oregon Department of Agriculture.  

      B.     Exotic Animals. Exotic animals are prohibited except as provided in subsection (B) of this 

section. 

      C.    Wild Animals. No person shall own any wild animal unless he or she has obtained a permit 

from the State Fish and Wildlife Department, Federal Fish and Wildlife Service or other appropriate 

governmental agency; provided, that the animal control authority may allow a person to temporarily care 

for an infant or injured wild animal native to this area which is homeless, while the person acquires the 

necessary state and/or federal permits. 

 

3-06.03-50      [Control and Confinement] 

A.    All horses on public property after dark shall have a reflective device of some kind so that they 

are visible. 

B.    It is unlawful for any person or persons who are the owner or custodians of livestock to allow 

any of said animals to be at large within the town. 

C.    It is unlawful for any person to herd, drive, lead, ride or pasture any livestock upon any 

sidewalk within the town. 

D.    It is unlawful for any person or persons who are owners or custodians of livestock to damage 

property of another, including other animals. 

E.    It is unlawful to have possession or control of any animal that is sick or infected with an 

untreated infectious or contagious disease, or to permit any diseased or infected animal to run at large, or 

come in contact with other animals. 

F.    It is unlawful to permit any livestock to spread or spill garbage. 

G.    It is unlawful to tether an animal in such a manner as to permit the animal to enter any 

sidewalk, street, alley or to enter any adjacent lot or premises unless authorized by the occupant of the 

adjacent premises. 

 

3-06.03-60      [Shelter] 

A.    Keeping of livestock and domesticated fowl is permitted, provided an adequate shelter is 

maintained for said animals. This regulation shall not be construed to permit the keeping of animals in 
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any place or manner which will endanger public health and safety or interfere with the reasonable use 

and enjoyment of surrounding properties. 

B.    Livestock and domesticated fowl must be maintained in a neat, sanitary and orderly condition. 

C.    Shelters shall conform to the Uniform Building Codes as adopted by the City of Vernonia. 

D.    All livestock shall be kept only within buildings, pens or fences, each of which shall be 

sufficient in size and strength to resist the pressure from the animals within so as not to allow them to 

escape. A violation of this section is an infraction.  

E.    Protective Impoundment. The animal control officer is empowered to impound any animal 

found within any building, establishment or premises, whether public or private, in such condition as 

would be considered by a reasonably prudent person to be cruel to the animal, or any animal found 

seriously sick or injured.  

 

3-06.03-70       [Violation] 

 
A. Any person or entity convicted of the violation of this section 3-06.03 shall be fined $500.00 for 

each violation. For the purposes of enforcement of this section, each day of a violation shall 

constitute a separate violation.  

 

 

3-06.03-80       [Grandfather Clause] 

 
A. Animals possessed at the adoption of this amendment which are in violation with Section 3-

06.03 may remain in owners possession for 6 months, at which time owner will be required 

to remove animals which violate Section 3-06.03 from the premises.  
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