
   
 

Mission Statement 
The City of Vernonia pledges to be an ethical and responsive government using community collaboration to foster leadership and a vision for civic 

improvement while providing a safe, peaceful, economically viable community.   
 
1.  Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Parrow 
2.  Additions or Removal of Agenda Items 
3. Mayors Report 

A. Application for Inhabiting Travel Trailer Permit – David Garlington…….…… 1-4 
B. EMS Week Proclamation ……………………………………………………… 5 

 
4.  Presentations  

A. Dewey Pool update – Rick Hobart 
 

5.  Councilor Committee Meeting Reports 
6.  Topics from the Floor/Audience Participation  
7.  Consent Agenda for Approval 

A. Library Board Meeting Minutes for April 5th, 2016…………………………….…6-7 
B. Cemetery Committee Meeting Minutes for April 14, 2016………………………. 8 

 
8.  Unfinished Business  

A.  Cal / Spencer Sewer Project Feasibility Study Breakdown…………………………...9-12 
 

9.  New Business  
A. Library Board Application – Betty A. Smith………………………………………13-15 
B. Library Board Application – Myrrhina Kibben……………………………..……. 16-18 

10.  Business from Departments 
 A.  Police Department – Chief Conner 
   
 B.  City Administrator Report – J. Mitchell 
   
11.  Ordinances/Resolutions 
12.  Correspondence 
13.  Items from Mayor and Councilors 
14.  Action Items Summary – City Administrator 
 
Adjournment  
 

***AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT NOTICE*** 
Please contact the City Recorder, Vernonia City Hall, 1001 Bridge Street, Vernonia, OR 97064 (Phone No. 503-429-5291) at least 48 hours prior to 
the scheduled meeting time if you need an accommodation.  TCC users please call Oregon Telecommunications Relay Service at 1-800-735-2900. 

CITY COUNCIL MAY 16, 2016 AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING 7:00 PM 
City Hall, 1001 Bridge St. Vernonia OR  97064 
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EMS Week Proclamation 
To designate the Week of May 15-21st 2016, as Emergency Medical Services Week 

WHEREAS, emergency medical services is a vital public service; and 

WHEREAS, the members of emergency medical services teams are ready to provide lifesaving care to 

those in need 24 hours a day, seven days a week; and 

WHEREAS, access to quality emergency care dramatically improves the survival and recovery rate of 

those who experience sudden illness or injury; and 

WHEREAS, the emergency medical services system consists of emergency physicians, emergency 

nurses, emergency medical technicians, paramedics, firefighters, educators, administrators and others; 

and 

WHEREAS, the members of emergency medical services teams, whether career or volunteer, engage in 

thousands of hours of specialized training and continuing education to enhance their lifesaving skills; and 

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to recognize the value and the accomplishments of emergency medical 

services providers by designating Emergency Medical Services Week; now 

THEREFORE, I Randy Parrow, Mayor of Vernonia, Oregon in recognition of this event do hereby 

proclaim the week of May 15-21st 2016, as 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES WEEK 

With the theme, EMS: One Mission One Team, I encourage the community to observe this week with 

appropriate programs, ceremonies and activities. 

_________________________________ 

Randy Parrow, Mayor   
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Vernonia Library Board 

Meeting Minutes for 

Tuesday, April 5, 2016 
701 Weed Ave 

Vernonia, OR 97064 
10:00 A.M. 

I. Regular meeting was called to order at 10:02 am by Janelle Cedergreen.

II. Board members, Audeen Wagner, Nancy Burch, Brandi Fennell, Janelle Cedergreen, Lynn
Fulgham, and Haley Ayres were present.  Mayor Randy Parrow and Library Director Shannon
Romtvedt were present.  Grant Williams was excused.

III. Nancy Burch made a motion to accept the agenda, seconded by Lynn Fulgham.  Motion passed.

IV. Minutes from March 2016, regular meeting were reviewed.  Haley Ayres made a motion to
accept the minutes seconded by Lynn Fulgham.  Motion passed.

V. No public comments.
VI. Board member reports on items not on the agenda.  None.

VII. Old Business
a. Board members discussed an alternate meeting time for the Library Board as Grant

Williams will not be able to attend meetings with a work conflict.  Possibility of moving
to an evening time slot was discussed as the morning meeting has been moved for
several conflicts.  Most were ok with an evening time (members pointed out it might be
easier to recruit members) but Library Director will check with new recruits and others
to see if the time works.  No changes to May’s meeting.

b. Staff members reported the change in limits to DVDs (4 per card, 1 per Juvenile
Nonresident card) has gone well.  Patrons have asked the reasoning behind it, but very
little pushback.  Not all staff have worked since the change went into effect (April 1), but
it has been a positive change so far for staff.

c. Unless there are other projects happening in the City on Make Vernonia Shine Day
(Library Director will verify), Board members discussed moving the library project to
May (May 14, 9 am – Noon).  Moving the date may allow for more participation as a few
expressed a conflict with the date.

d. Library Director included a document in the agenda packet specifically for sponsoring
nonresident member cards.  Board members will review this document to vote on at
next meeting.  Library Director still wants input on the greater program (including
options for patrons with lost materials, fines, etc.), but staff will not have time to
implement the full program this year.

VIII. New Business
a. Library Director explained that the library is part of the “Oregon Passport Program.”  An

agreement between libraries that if you have a membership at one, you can get a free
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membership at another participating library.  Libraries limit “Passport Cards” borrowers.  
Vernonia limits to 3 items.  The program is a great benefit to our patrons because it 
gives them access to a greater collection of materials (print, av, and eBooks).  But 
current procedures only require us to check for a physical library card, allowing a 
loophole to our Adult Nonresident fee.  Library Director confirmed with other libraries 
and the Passport program contact that we can check with libraries to verify active 
membership.  For new cards, library staff will have new procedures for issuing passport 
cards, including verifying active membership with the participating library.  For existing 
passport patrons, Haley Ayres made a motion to verify membership with the 
participating library starting July 1.  Brandi Fennell seconded the motion.  Motion 
passed.  Library Director will notify these patrons in advance of July 1. 

b. In conversation with other libraries about the Passport Program, it was brought to our 
attention that issuing multiple cards per household allows multiple passport cards at 
other libraries.  Washington County gives one card per paid membership (vs. per 
household).  Library Director has asked other Columbia County Libraries how they issue 
cards.  Clatskanie also issues multiple cards in a household (per paid membership or 
households in the city limits).  Library Director is waiting to hear from other libraries and 
there are no plans to change procedures at this time.   

c. Library Director and staff brought up the problem of having dogs tied up outside the 
library.  At present, people usually have them tied up at the bike rack (under the 
covered area by our entrance) or at the handicap parking sign (also close to the 
entrance).  There is no other good place to secure a dog.  Most people leave them in the 
car.  Library Director will bring this issue up to the City Administrator to consider best 
options.  Library Board thought 1) designate an alternate place to tie up dogs away from 
the door 2) change the policy to not allow dogs on the premises.     
 

IX. Director’s report      
a. Library Director notified Board members of upcoming programs: Writing Workshop with 

Oregon Poet Laureate Emerita Paulann Petersen, Readers Theater, and Oregon 
Humanities program (May). 

b. Per City Hall, the library will be changing the wifi password quarterly.   
c. Library Director has several programs lined up for Summer Reading, including the very 

popular Reptile Man. 
X. Reports/recommendations to city administrator or city council.   

a. Dogs at the library                                                                                         
XI. Agenda items suggested for the next meeting on Tuesday, May 3, 10:00 am. 

a. Passport cards 
b. Sponsorship program 

XII. Nancy Burch made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Brandi Fennell seconded. Motion passed.  
Meeting adjourned at 11:07 am.       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
These minutes were approved at the May 16th, 2016 City Council Meeting. 

 
__________________________________            ____________________________________ 

Stephanie Borst, City Recorder                    Randall J. Parrow, Mayor                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
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These minutes were approved at the May 16th, 2016 City Council Meeting. 

__________________________________  ____________________________________
Stephanie Borst, City Recorder   Randall J. Parrow, Mayor
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CITY  OF VERNONIA   
CITY  COUNCIL  AGENDA  ITEM 

 
May 16th, 2016 

 

From:     Josette Mitchell, City Administrator 
To:     Mayor and City Council 
Re:  Sewer Feasibility Study Breakdown 
 
 
Agenda Item Summary:  
  Council received the Spencer Hill Sewer Feasibility Study developed by Jon Forrester, OTAK at the last City 
Council meeting. During that meeting Council asked staff to request that the cost estimate for the project be 
broken down by the individual spurs. Mr. Forrester has sent the breakdown (see attached).  
 The Spencer Hill sewer project was initiated in part for the sewer connection the City needed to provide to 
future industrial customer, however the majority of the project is to remedy the sewer that is coming down from the 
approximately 35 homes to the sewer line that then is pumped across the Nehalem River and comes back to the 
sewer treatment facility via the sewer force main, as well as provide the potential for future City property 
connections near the lake and wetlands area.  
 During high water event when the sewer manholes on the Tree Streets are inundated with flood water this 
sewer line has issues, as the pump station on Mist Drive is basically pumping river water back on the force main, 
and the Spencer Hill sewer line has issues being accepted into the pump station when it is over full.  
 The break out of the individual spurs identifies; the California Avenue spur (will be the expense of the private 
property owner), the Spencer Hill spur (which is the City’s cost), and the Large Manhole outside the pump station 
and piping to pump station #3 (this is a City expense that will have to happen in order to connect future customers 
in that area).  
 The benefits to this project are threefold; 1. Project will solve Spencer Hill sewer issues, allowing us to avoid 
system issues in high water events and saving wear and tear on pump station pumping extra sewage back from 
across the river. 2. Give the City more opportunity for future sewer connections near the lake and potential for 
public restroom at the wetlands. 3. Allow for Photo Solutions to be able to connect to City sewer system at their 
new business site.  
 
Attachments:  

- Feasibility Cost Breakdown from Jon Forrester, OTAK 
 
 
Request from Staff: Staff would like direction from Council on whether or not to move forward with this project in 
part or whole.  
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