
   
 

Mission Statement 
The City of Vernonia pledges to be an ethical and responsive government using community collaboration to foster leadership and a vision for civic 

improvement while providing a safe, peaceful, economically viable community.   
 
1.  Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Parrow 
 
2.  Additions or Removal of Agenda Items 
 
3.  Mayor Report 

A. Parks Committee Recommendation –Field Fees……………….…………………………… p.1 
4.  Presentations 
 A. Keep It Local Columbia County – Natasha Parvey  
5.  Councilor Committee Meeting Reports 
 
6.  Topics from the Floor/Audience Participation  

 
7.  Consent Agenda for Acceptance 
 
8.  Consent Agenda for Approval 

A.  City Council Meeting Minutes for February 01, 2016…………………………….…….… p.2-7 
B. Library Board Meeting Minutes for January 05, 2016…………………………….……….. p. 8-9 

 
9.  Unfinished Business 

A. PW Recommendations /FCS Sewer Rate report…………….……………………………… p. 10-16 
 B. Marijuana Time, Place, Manner Ordinance Review………………………………………... p. 17-21 
  
10.  New Business 
 A. Library Fee Outside City Limits……………………………………………………………. p. 22-24 
 B. Library Card/Park Sticker for Employees……………………………………………..…… p. 25 
 C. Budget Calendar for Fiscal Year 2016-2017……………………………………………….. p.26-27 
 D. Discussion Regarding Surplus Ford Expedition/ Purchase of Used Pickup……………..… p. 28-29 

11.  Business from Departments 
 A.  Police Department – Chief Conner 
 
13.  Ordinances/Resolutions 
 A. Resolution No. 19-16………………………………………………………………..……… p.30-31 
14.  Correspondence  
15.  Items from Mayor, Councilors, City Administrator  
16.  Action Items Summary –City Administrator 
 
Adjournment 
 
 

***AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT NOTICE*** 
Please contact the City Recorder, Vernonia City Hall, 1001 Bridge Street, Vernonia, OR 97064 (Phone No. 503-429-5291) at least 48 hours prior to 
the scheduled meeting time if you need an accommodation.  TCC users please call Oregon Telecommunications Relay Service at 1-800-735-2900. 

 

CITY COUNCIL FEBRUARY 16, 2016 AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING 7:00 PM 
City Hall, 1001 Bridge St. Vernonia OR  97064 
 



CC Mtg. Page 1 of 31 20160216



   
 

Mission Statement 
The City of Vernonia pledges to be an ethical and responsive government using community collaboration to foster leadership and a vision for civic 

improvement while providing a safe, peaceful, economically viable community.   
 
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Parrow 
Mayor Parrow called the meeting to order at 7:04pm 
In attendance: Councilors Seager, Tierney, Hult, and McNair.  
 
Additions or Removal of Agenda Items  
Mayor Parrow added the Meeting Minutes from May 4, 2015, October 20, 2014, and September 15, 2014 for 
Council to reference during the Conservation Easement discussion.  
Councilor McNair motioned to accept the agenda as written. Councilor Tierney seconded, Motion passed.  
 
Mayor Report 
  
Councilor Committee Meeting Reports 
Councilor McNair attended the Parks Committee meeting on January 27, 2016 and the Public Works Meeting 
on January 26, 2016. He gave a brief overview to Council on what was discussed. The Public Works committee 
will present their recommendation at the February 16th City Council Meeting. They also discussed the water 
meter testing station and meter replacements. The project has been on the roster for some time and purchasing 
the meter tester will get the project moving. The Parks Committee will make a recommendation on Airport Park 
tree removal at the next meeting as well.   
 
Topics from the Floor/Audience Participation  
David Mile, Nehalem Street, would like to address the concern on Facebook regarding his business. He gave 
the audience a brief overview of his business and stated that he is a speculator whom is seeking 3rd party 
funding for the project and is working on a business plan. He seeks to capture Vernonia’s cultural heritage. Mr. 
Mile recently moved to Vernonia near the Lincoln School site and has no interest in hindering the 
neighborhood. Portland businesses recently started providing cannabis bus tours and he would like Vernonia to 
be the next cannabis destination. Mr. Mile would like to propose to Council that they not make a decision on the 
Conservation Easement tonight and instead allow him to hold a town hall first to address the Vernonia 
community.  
 
Rick Hobart, Fir Street, would like to Welcome Mr. Mile to the community and would like to give him a brief 
history of Vernonia. He read Vernonia Brand’s Website and believes they are misguided. Vernonia has not been 
known as a destination for hippies to grow marijuana and support their families, as is portrayed on the website. 
The largest support of the community, historically, has been the timber industry and commuting to tech jobs. He 
would like Council to take into consideration the risk of smuggling marijuana across state lines if this business 
is allowed. How will they guarantee this won’t happen? According to the Easement that was enacted about a 
year ago, happenings at the old Lincoln School building have to abide by Federal Law. Marijuana is still against 
Federal Law and he does not want to see it at the old school, in a residential neighborhood.  
 
Kellie Crowdis, 5th Avenue, just heard about what is being proposed for the Lincoln School today and is 
concerned it may not be the right thing for Vernonia. The cities infrastructure cannot support the traffic for the 
business and is concerned about the financial liability. She is concerned the proposed bus tours will take a toll 
on the cities infrastructure. She has processed forms for Washington County marijuana growers and knows 

CITY COUNCIL FEBRUARY 01, 2016 MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 7:00 PM 
City Hall, 1001 Bridge St. Vernonia OR  97064 
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growing is costly for indoor growers. Can West Oregon Electric handle the energy demand? Will this increased 
energy demand drive our power bills up? Mrs. Crowdis is also concerned about water runoff, will fertilizer be 
introduced into our water supply? The cities infrastructure cannot handle the problems that may arise from a 
grow operation. She would like Council to consider the long term effects of this business and whether or not 
they want a grow operation in a residential area.  
 
Vincent Sliwoski, Portland Oregon, is the attorney for Vernonia Brand LLC and David Mile. The marijuana 
industry is heavily regulated by the OLCC, Oregon Department of Agriculture, and the Oregon Health 
Authority. The City of Vernonia and Columbia County can put additional regulations on marijuana businesses 
thru Time, Place, and Manor Restrictions. Ed Crowdis expressed his concerns to Mr. Sliwoski about where the 
chemicals used in production will go. Mr. Sliwoski stated that he was not sure as he is only familiar with the 
legal aspects of the industry.   
 
Chris McGrane, 6th Avenue, is concerned about storage and use of pesticides. He would like to know how the 
natural springs will be effected on the hill with pesticide run off. Councilor McNair stated that the runoff would 
go thru the sewer, in a contained system, and to the treatment center. He is most concerned about the possibility 
that nitrogen levels would be increased and whether or not water treatment costs would increase as well.  
 
Rick Timmerman, 3rd avenue, asked Council when the Vernonia Trail will be opened between the Vernonia 
Lake and Andersen Park. City Administrator Mitchell stated that the Trail should be opened in May 2016. He 
would also like Council to address the water runoff from the proposed grow operation at the school. Where will 
it go? Other things he would like addressed are possible increased theft, noise, decreased property value, and the 
Bridge Street & Rose Avenue junction. Will increased traffic for the business make the junction more 
dangerous than it already is?  
 
Sue Robertson, Cleaveland Road, stated that Vernonia has always been about family and friendships. She 
doesn’t understand how a school that has been such a happy place for hundreds of kids can be used for growing 
drugs. She understands that marijuana is now legal, but she doesn’t want Vernonia to be known for it. Council 
needs to stop and think about what they want Vernonia to be known for. She wants Vernonia to continue being 
known for happy things like Jamboree and Farmers Markets, not drugs. Vernonia has had coalitions to fight the 
drug problem in the community, now we are going to grow it? It is her worry that having such a well-publicized 
grow operation in the heart of town will send the wrong message to our youth.  She would like more discussion 
and opportunity for residents to voice their opinion before any decisions are made.  
 
Jessica Ray, Spencer Avenue, recently purchased her family home in hopes of raising her family here. If she 
would have known Vernonia was going to be a cannabis destination, she would not have purchased a home here 
as she left Hillsboro to get away from drugs. She has no problem with people who smoke marijuana, but she 
does not want the town to be known for it. Mrs. Ray would also like to address the summer time water 
restrictions. How will the City handle restrictions when the town is in drought and she can’t have a kiddie pool? 
Will the marijuana grow operation be restricted as well?  
 
Eric Crowdis, 5th Avenue, addressed David Mile and would like to know what the benefit of the operation is to 
our city. David Mile explained that he would like to explain that at the town hall. He believes there would be 
great economic benefit. Councilor Tierney stated that it is her understanding that the marijuana tax is not tied to 
the community rather, the majority of it goes to state and county. Councilor McNair let her know that 20% of 
the tax goes to the City. Vincent Sliwoski then stated that if the City opts out of allowing retail marijuana 
businesses then they would not get any of the tax benefits. Ruben Cleaveland, The City of Vernonia’s attorney, 
confirmed.  
 
Don Willard, Rose Avenue, stated that veterans and elderly can benefit greatly by using marijuana for 
medicinal purposes. It has been proven that doing so can reduce prescription drug use by as much as 85%. 
Vernonia needs to move forward by accepting that there are benefits to marijuana, not live in the past. He also 
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went to school at Lincoln School and doesn’t understand why the community can’t support the business. Crime 
shouldn’t be an issue as law enforcement and the City can regulate it.  
 
Bill Langmaid, McDonald Road, was struck by the article in The Voice regarding the Conservation Easement. 
He was surprised anyone thought there was “Boiler Plate Language” in the easement as that language was put in 
there for a reason. He would like Council to consider the repercussions of taking that language out. If the City 
alters this document, then what will prevent people from requesting language to be taken out of other 
documents? Ruben Cleaveland stated that he is in agreement as he doesn’t feel it is “Boiler Plate” either.  
 
Kim Perry, Knott Street, is attending the meeting as a representative for Barbara Ervin and Sue Rice. Mrs. 
Perry was raised in Portland and witnessed property values decrease as the drug problem increased. She doesn’t 
think it is fair to homeowners, whom purchased homes in a nice family neighborhood, to be forced to live with 
this business. Will this make their homes less desirable? She is also concerned about the possible odor the 
business will produce. Council needs to think this thru before allowing the business.   
 
Mayor Parrow then closed the Topics from The Floor and asked Council if they would like to postpone 
making a decision on the conservation easement. Council consensus was to discuss the easement and Time, 
Place, Manor Restrictions and make a decision tonight.  
 
Consent Agenda for Approval 

A. Cemetery Committee Minutes for September 10, 2016 
B. Cemetery Committee Minutes for November 12th, 2015 
C. City Council Meeting Minutes for January 19, 2016 
D. City Council Meeting Minutes January 25, 2016 
E. Monthly Department Update December 31, 2015 
 
Councilor Tierney made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes and Monthly Department Update as 

written. Councilor Seager seconded the motion, motion carried.  
 
New Business 

Discussion with City Legal regarding Time, Place, Manor Restrictions – Ruben Cleaveland  
Mr. Cleaveland presented a draft ordinance to Council for Time, Place, and Manor restrictions. He 

directed Council that they can change the restrictions if desired. He recommends not changing Section 2-i. 
Storage and Disposal. Regulations limiting Odors were not included in this draft. The City of Pendleton has 
created an Ordinance strictly for marijuana odor and we can too if we wish. Councilor Tierney reminded 
Council of the odor in North Plains from the compost business and how long it took the City to regulate it. She 
would like to put restrictions in place to prevent it from ever becoming an issue.  

Mayor Parrow asked how the City would address the chemicals going into the sewage system. Mr. 
Cleaveland stated that DEQ would not allow that to happen.  Councilor McNair asked Mr. Cleaveland if the 
State would regulate approved chemicals for grow operations. Would they be allowed to dump straight into the 
sewer? Mr. Cleaveland stated that he doesn’t know if that’s even been addressed yet. His understanding is that 
odor will be more of a problem then discharge into the sewer. He proposes that if we decide to regulate 
chemicals, we regulate which can be used rather then what can’t. It is best if the City states what can be done 
rather then what can’t.  

Councilor Tierney would like to be proactive in regulating these businesses as the issue is bigger than 
just the Lincoln School, but the whole town. Recreational Marijuana hasn’t even been addressed yet. She would 
like Time, Place, Manor Restrictions for both medical and recreational marijuana. As of now, it is illegal to 
grow, sale, and serve marijuana in the same location. She would like restrictions to be in place incase this ever 
changes. Mr. Cleaveland notified her that this is already addressed in the ordinance. She is also concerned that 
people will be allowed to sample at the business. Mr. Cleaveland stated that as long as it falls under Time, 
Place, and Manor, we can add the restrictions into the ordinance. Measure 91 and House bill 3400 will regulate 
most everything else. The smoking of marijuana falls under the OLCC’s rules and regulations.  
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Council then addressed concern of where the waste will go. Mayor Parrow asked if there could be a 
measuring device for the chemical waste. City Administrator Mitchell stated that it would have to be on the 
sewer line for that particular building as if it wasn’t, the runoff could be from any other building down the line.  
Mr. Cleaveland will look into regulations for waste and see if any other cities are regulating it. Councilor 
McNair is worried that pesticide runoff could cause issues with the lagoons as there is already an algae issue. 
Would nitrogen from the pesticides cause an algae bloom? This could cause big issues with our new system. He 
feels that we need to talk to the City Engineer about this possible issue.  

City Administrator Mitchell asked Council how they felt about the current draft of the Ordinance. 
Councilor Tierney asked for odor restrictions to be added. Councilor McNair would like stricter time 
restrictions for neighborhoods. Councilor Tierney is concerned about possible work arounds for private clubs in 
regard to sampling at the same site as production. Mr. Cleaveland will change Section 2.-b to include marijuana 
producers. Council consensus was to add odor restrictions and time restrictions of no earlier than 9:00 a.m. and 
no later than 8:00 p.m. 

City Administrator Mitchell expressed concern that this will impede on the owners right of property use. 
Council needs to decide on regulations for the city as a whole, not just specific to this site. David Mile stated 
that he would like to be less restricted as they would like to do infused product manufacturing which requires 
long hours. Mayor Parrow stated that these time restrictions apply to retail and tours, not manufacturing.  

Council then addressed the possibility of creating two separate ordinances; one for retail and one for 
commercial. City Administrator Mitchell asked whether or not other cities were creating separate ordinances. 
Mr. Cleaveland stated that not many cities have regulated growing yet, mostly just retail. Councilor McNair 
would like to have both retail and growing included in one ordinance.  

Mike Buffum addressed Council in regards to security. His business has more security then most banks 
do. Marijuana facility security is regulated by state law. If growers have more plants then is allowed for two 
people, they must have this security as required by law.  David Mile stated that since it is covered by state law 
he doesn’t feel it is necessary for Council to spend much time on it.  
 
 City Administrator Mitchell will present a second draft of the ordinance at the February 16th City 
Council Meeting.  

 
 Parks Committee Recommendations 
Parks Committee member Scott Laird presented the three recommendations from the committee.  

Removal of Snack Trailer: Council consensus was to direct city staff to have the old snack shack 
structure at the lake removed.  

Increase Compensation for Park Host at Anderson Park: Mr. Laird stated that city staff has spoken very 
highly of the new hosts at Anderson Park. He feels that giving this compensation increase will help to retain 
good hosts. Mayor Parrow asked if we should increase one park hosts compensation and not the other. 
Councilor McNair stated that host duties at Anderson Park are considerably higher than at Airport Park. Rick 
Hobart stated that he was the park host at Anderson Park for one year and at that time the compensation was 
10%. Councilor Seager would like the compensation rate to be the same as it will help to retain good hosts at 
both parks. City Administrator Mitchell stated that the city is looking into increasing park camping rates as 
well. Councilor McNair would like the two rates to increase equally. This should help the parks budget as they 
need more revenue. Council consensus was to increase the compensation rate for both parks to 10%. 

Move Location of Water Testing Station: Councilor Tierney would like to explore the possibility of 
increasing the bulk water rate. Councilor McNair asked how old the current water station is and whether or not 
it can handle being moved. City Administrator Mitchell stated that the water station is 5 years old and can 
handle being moved. Council consensus was to direct City Staff to bring the cost of the move to Council at the 
next City Council Meeting.  
 
Street Closure Request –Vernonia Open Air Market 

Bill Langmaid gave Council a brief overview of how successful the Open Air Market was last year and 
explained that they would like to start earlier this year. They will not require reservation of the street during 
Jamboree as they do not operate on that weekend.   
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Councilor Seager motioned to approve the street closure request with the exception of Jamboree 
weekend. The motion was seconded by Councilor Tierney, motion carried.   
 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
 Request to Amend Conservation Easement 

City Attorney Ruben Cleaveland explained to Council that he has received suggested language for the 
amendment from the attorney for the property owner. He has presented a document to Council with his 
suggested language. He would like to send the proposed changes to the Attorney General’s office before 
finalizing as he would like to hear what their position on the amendment is.   
 Councilor Seager stated that this is a commercial property in the middle of a residential neighborhood 
and it is his understanding that the Easement was put in place to protect the neighborhood. He would like to see 
the Easement kept in place, as is. Councilor McNair is in agreement as he is concerned about the neighborhood. 
He was not for the zoning change in the first place, but that has already been done.  
 
Mayor Parrow asked if there was a motion to amend the easement. Having heard no motion, the current 
conservation easement stands.  
  
9.  Business from Departments 
 Police Department – Chief Conner 
Chief Conner did not have a report.  
 
 City Administrator Report – J. Mitchell  
Josette presented her report.  

Nickerson Loop: ODFW will be sending a letter to Council directing the City to remove the culvert in 
order to increase fish access to habitat up stream. The developer was required to plant native species around the 
stream after the path of the stream was moved. Those plants have not survived in all areas and no one has 
required them to be replanted. Staff is looking into what is required to increase water flow to the development 
as the developer would like to mediate the issue. Currently, any new houses in the development will be required 
to have sprinkler systems. In addition, water runoff from the December 8th storm got under some of the houses 
due to 2 missing storm drains. City staff is going to investigate where they can be added as they were originally 
required, but never added. All future homes in the neighborhood will be required to abide by the 50’ set back 
rule before ever being issued building permits.  

Waste Water Treatment: There have not been any change orders to date. The construction company has 
been directed to bring up the trail by city staff as directed by Council. City Staff would like to know if an 
instahot or smaller water can be used for the eye wash station and shower. 

Anderson Park: All of the campers given eviction notices moved out by January 31st. One has been 
allowed to stay due to medical issues as they are getting into Blue Herron Apartments. City Staff will be 
presenting 90 day notices to the remaining two monthly renters. The rate has returned to $25 as of February 1st.  
 
 
Ordinances/Resolutions 
Correspondence 
 
Items from Mayor, Councilors, City Administrator  
 Councilor McNair had a conversation with the Parks Committee regarding Shay train. It was brought to 
his attention that a citizen has parts from the train at his house from when the restoration was done. He would 
like to see those parts returned to the city. Council consensus was to direct City Staff to look into having the 
parts returned.  
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 Councilor McNair would also like to know what the status is of the pool at Hawkins Park.  Mayor 
Parrow notified him that the Lions Club is working on a proposal for fixing the pool and will be presenting at 
the next Parks Committee meeting.  

Councilor Tierney would like an update from staff on the Rose Avenue crosswalk project. She would 
like to know if the crosswalk will include lights like up at the school. City Administrator Mitchell stated that we 
have not received bids yet so we can ask that it be added. Having them added would have to fit into the project 
budget. Council consensus was to direct city staff to ask ODOT if the lights can be included.  

Mayor Parrow would like to know if David Mile of Vernonia Brands LLC would like to hold a town 
hall. Mr. Cleaveland stated that there is nothing preventing him from having one. After consulting his attorney, 
Mr. Mile stated that he plans to hold a town hall. Once planned, he will notify Council so that they may attend if 
they wish.  
Upcoming Council meetings: 
February 8th at 6:30pm – Airport Vision Worksession 
February 16th at 7:00pm – Regularly Council Meeting 
February 22nd at 6:30pm – Open Spaces Worksession 
 
 
Action Items Summary –City Administrator 
Staff will present draft Marijuana time, place, manner restrictions on Feb 16th 

Staff will notify owner of Snack Shack, and covered area at Vernonia Lake of request for him to remove it off 
the property. 
Staff will increase compensation for Airport and Anderson Park hosts to 10%, and amend park host agreements 
Staff will bring cost of moving bulk water station to the Feb. 16th Council meeting 
Staff will notify Parks Committee member whom holds parts to Shay train of the need to return them to the 
City. 
Staff will request from ODOT the right to install with the crosswalk a blinking notification sign/light. 
 
Adjournment 
Mayor Parrow adjourned the Meeting at 9:25pm 
 

 
  

 
These Minutes were approved at the February 16th, 2016 City Council Meeting.  
 
 
 
__________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Stephanie Borst, City Recorder   Randall J. Parrow, Mayor 
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Vernonia Library Board 

Meeting Minutes for 

Tuesday, January 5, 2016 
701 Weed Ave 

Vernonia, OR 97064 
10:30 A.M. 

 
I. Regular meeting was called to order at 10:34 am by Janelle Cedergreen. 

 
II. Board members, Audeen Wagner, Nancy Burch, Brandi Fennell, Janelle Cedergreen, and Grant 

Williams were present.  Library Director Shannon Romtvedt was present.  Board member Lynn 
Fulgham was excused. 
 

III. Grant Williams made a motion to accept the agenda, seconded by Brandi Fennell.  Motion 
passed. 
 

IV. Minutes from December 2015, regular meeting were reviewed.  Audeen Wagner made a 
motion to accept the minutes seconded by Brandi Fennell.  Motion passed. 
 

V. No public comments. 
 

VI. Board member reports on items not on the agenda. 
a. Library Director reported that the City department head meeting changed to 

Wednesdays after Council Meetings, 9 am.  As there is no conflict now with the meeting 
time, board members decided to move normal meeting times back to 10 am on the 1st 
Tuesday of the month. 
 

VII. Old Business 
a. Library Director updated board members on decisions made by City Council at the 

Monday, December 7, 2015 meeting.  Council approved Books on Wheels and the Food 
for Fines fundraiser.  Council plans to update the language of Ordinance No. 880 to 
make membership rules more clear.  However, they would like all Library Board 
members post June 2016 to be non-staff members.  Grant Williams pointed out that his 
2nd term ends June 2016 so we would need to recruit three more board members.  
Board members would like Council to reconsider the decision as it will be a hardship to 
find enough volunteers.  Plus, it can be a benefit to the board to include staff as they can 
fill in details about the library for other members.   

b. Audeen Wagner updated Board members on the status of Books on Wheels.  She 
confirmed that Meals on Wheels will continue to deliver books.  Audeen Wagner will 
work on a flyer to promote the service.  Library Director will put information and an ad 
in the newspaper.  Audeen Wagner asked other members to think of potential patrons 
for this service.   
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c. Board members reviewed an application for Library Board submitted by Haley Ayres.  
Grant Williams made a motion to submit a recommendation to City Council to appoint 
Haley Ayres to Library Board.  Audeen Wagner seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 

d. Janelle Cedergreen proposed a library grounds clean-up day at the end of February to 
control the weeds that came up after the new planting.  Saturday, February 27, 10 am 
was suggested, weather dependent.  Library Director plans to include the library in 
Make Vernonia Shine in April 2016, spreading a new layer of bark chips.     

VIII. New Business 
a. Board members reviewed the 2015 Oregon Public Library Statistical Report.  
b. Use of Study Club funds will be addressed at the Friends meeting since the donation was 

to the Friends.  Library Board will be informed and/or will help with this project. 
                                                                                                                                                 

IX. Director’s report      
a. Library staff and volunteers will be re-organizing and labeling the DVD collection to 

make it easier for staff and patrons to find specific titles.  This change will begin over the 
MLK holiday. 

b. Library Director will be ordering new materials the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month.  
Suggestions for the collection or questions are welcome. 

c. Vernonia Public Library is eligible for a Libri Foundation Grant this year.  Libri Grant is a 
matching grant that will provide more childrens’ books for the collection. Library 
Director will receive and application packet at the end of January.  
 

X. Reports/recommendations to city administrator or city council.   
a. Library Board application 
b. Reconsidering rules restricting staff from Library Board 
c. Clearing / de-icing parking lot after snow for safety 

                                                                                              
XI. Agenda items suggested for the next meeting on Tuesday, February 2, 10:00 am. 

a. Adult Non-Resident fee 
 

XII. Audeen Wagner made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Brandi Fennell seconded.  Meeting 
adjourned at 11:39 am.     

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

These Minutes were approved at the February 16th, 2016 City Council Meeting.  

 

 
__________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Stephanie Borst, City Recorder    Randall J. Parrow, Mayor 
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WASTEWATER RATE UPDATE:  DRAFT REPORT 
Section 6 of Ordinance 656 provides that wastewater rates in Vernonia “shall be established by 
Council resolution.”  Section 6 further provides that “all customers shall be billed at a rate sufficient 
to allow the City of Vernonia (“City”) to recover all the costs of collection and treatment including 
facilities operation, maintenance, and replacement.” 

In 2013, FCS GROUP performed a rate study for the City.  The financial plan associated with that 
study allowed the City to implement its capital improvement program while meeting its other 
financial obligations, including policy objectives.  The June, 2013, final report provided key 
recommendations, assumptions, and analysis. 

In November, 2015, the City engaged FCS GROUP to update the wastewater rate analysis based on 
the new inputs specified in the document reproduced below: 
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REVENUE REQUIREMENT ANALYSIS 
This section summarizes the analysis of how much rate revenue would be required to meet 
operational and capital needs within contractual and policy constraints over the next ten years. 

Criteria 
For many wastewater utilities, rates must meet two conditions to be considered sufficient.  First, the 
water utility must generate revenues adequate to meet cash needs.  Second, revenues must satisfy 
bond coverage requirements.  Revenues should be sufficient to satisfy both tests. If revenues are 
found to be deficient by one or more of the tests, then the greater deficiency drives the rate increase. 

In the City’s case, no portion of existing or proposed debt consists of revenue bonds with coverage 
requirements.  We can therefore focus exclusively on the cash flow criterion. 

The cash flow test identifies all cash requirements as projected in each given year. Cash requirements 
include operations and maintenance expenses, debt service payments, policy-driven additions to 
working capital, and any direct rate-funded capital improvement costs.  These expenses are compared 
to the total projected annual revenues, including interest on fund balances. Shortfalls are then used to 
estimate the necessary rate increases. 

Scenarios 
We created a spreadsheet model to forecast cash flows for the City’s wastewater utility through fiscal 
year (“FY”) 2021-22.  We used that model to determine the timing and magnitude of required rate 
increases for two scenarios representing two potential debt service schedules: 

1. Annual debt service of $597,624 as shown in the document above 
2. Reduced annual debt service based on refinance assumptions provided by City staff 

Table 1 summarizes the revenue requirement through FY 2021-22 under the first scenario of full 
debt service.  Under this scenario, rate increases no greater than 5.5 percent are required beginning in 
FY 2018-19. 

 
*Disclaimer:  Table has been adjusted to reflect changes made by COV Staff as requested Public 
Works committee at joint meeting to discuss rate. 

 

Projection Summary with no Reamoritization of Debt Table 1
Revenue Requirements 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Revenues
Rate Revenues Under Existing Rates 370,000$      370,000$      370,000$      370,000$      370,000$      370,000$      370,000$    
Non-Rate Revenues 596,116       634,494       634,510       634,526       634,544       634,561       634,580      

Total Revenues 966,116$     1,004,494$   1,004,510$   1,004,526$   1,004,544$   1,004,561$   1,004,580$ 

Expenses
Cash O&M Expenses 322,107$      334,977$      348,385$      362,356$      376,915$      392,086$      407,897$    
Existing Debt Service 597,624       597,624       597,624       597,624       597,624       597,624       597,624      
New Debt Service -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                
Rate Funded CIP -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                

Total Expenses 919,731$     932,601$     946,009$     959,980$     974,539$     989,710$     1,005,521$ 

Annual Rate Adjustment 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 1.31%

Average Monthly Bill* -$            -$            -$            -$            -$            -$            -$           

Rate Revenues After Rate Increase 370,000$      370,000$      370,000$      370,000$      370,000$      370,000$      374,839$    
Net Cash Flow After Rate Increase 46,385         71,893         58,501         44,546         30,005         14,852         3,899         
Coverage After Rate Increases n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
*Applicable to current rate design only.

Source:  FCS GROUP
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Table 2 summarizes the revenue requirement through FY 2021-22 under the second scenario of 
reduced (refinanced) debt service.  Under this scenario, rate increases no greater than 5.5 percent are 
required beginning in FY 2018-19. 

 
*Disclaimer:  Table has been adjusted to reflect changes made by COV Staff as requested Public 
Works committee at joint meeting to discuss rate.  

Although the required rate increases are the same in both scenarios, the loan repayment surcharge 
would be lower under the second scenario.  The analysis reflects the assumption that the loan 
repayment surcharge shown as non-rate revenue varies with the total amount of debt service and the 
size of the customer base. 

RATE DESIGN ANALYSIS 
The City asked us to design wastewater rates that consist of three components: 

• Loan repayment surcharge based on meter size that recovers annual debt service 

• Fixed charge that recovers 70 percent of operating expenses 

• Variable charge based on system-wide consumption of four million gallons per month that 
recovers 30 percent of operating expenses 

We calculated these rate components for both scenarios described above.  In addition, we calculated 
the fixed charge in two ways.  The first way (Rate Designs 1A and 2A) is based on meter size, and 
the second way (Rate Designs 1B and 2B) is a uniform charge to each account.  Customers (like 
single-family residences) with the smallest meters will find rates based on meter size to be more 
favorable.  Customers with larger meters will find uniform rates to be more favorable. 

Table 3 presents sample bills for single-family residences.  The sample bills are based on rates that 
are calculated to recover the revenue requirement shown in Table 1.  The first set of rates (Rate 
Design 1A) includes a fixed charge based on meter size.  The second set of rates (Rate Design 1B) 
includes a fixed charge that applies uniformly to all accounts. 

 

 

 

 

Projection Summary with Reamoritization of Debt Table 2
Revenue Requirements 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Revenues
Rate Revenues Under Existing Rates 370,000$      370,000$      370,000$      370,000$      370,000$      370,000$      370,000$    
Non-Rate Revenues 596,116       446,803       447,840       448,907       450,007       451,139       452,305      

Total Revenues 966,116$     816,803$     817,840$     818,907$     820,007$     821,139$     822,305$    

Expenses
Cash O&M Expenses 322,107$      334,977$      348,385$      362,356$      376,915$      392,086$      407,897$    
Existing Debt Service 408,941       409,933       410,954       412,005       413,087       414,202       415,349      
New Debt Service -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                
Rate Funded CIP -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                

Total Expenses 731,048$     744,909$     759,339$     774,361$     790,002$     806,287$     823,245$    

Annual Rate Adjustment 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 1.31%

Average Monthly Bill* 53.00$         53.00$         53.00$         53.00$         53.00$         53.00$         53.69$       

Rate Revenues After Rate Increase 370,000$      370,000$      370,000$      370,000$      370,000$      370,000$      374,839$    
Net Cash Flow After Rate Increase 235,068       71,893         58,501         44,546         30,005         14,852         3,899         
Coverage After Rate Increases n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
*Applicable to current rate design only.

Source:  FCS GROUP
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Table 4 presents sample bills for single-family residences.  The sample bills are based on rates that 
are calculated to recover the revenue requirement shown in Table 2.  The first set of rates (Rate 
Design 2A) includes a fixed charge based on meter size.  The second set of rates (Rate Design 2B) 
includes a fixed charge that applies uniformly to all accounts. 

 

 
 

The unit prices behind the fixed and variable components of these sample bills are shown in Table 5: 

 

 

Sample Bill for Average Single-Family Residence 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Sample Bill with Fixed Charged Based on Meter Size

Loan repayment surcharge (based on meter size) 55.27$      55.27$      55.27$      55.27$        55.27$        55.27$        55.27$        
Fixed charge (based on meter size) 23.95        23.95        23.95        23.95          23.95          23.95          24.27          
Variable charge (3,500 gallons) 8.09          8.09         8.09         8.09            8.09            8.09            8.20            

Total charge 87.32$      87.32$      87.32$      87.32$        87.32$        87.32$        87.74$        
Sample Bill with Uniform Fixed Charged

Loan repayment surcharge (based on meter size) 55.27$      55.27$      55.27$      55.27$        55.27$        55.27$        55.27$        
Fixed charge (uniform) 26.26        26.26        26.26        26.26          26.26          26.26          26.60          
Variable charge (3,500 gallons) 8.09          8.09         8.09         8.09            8.09            8.09            8.20            

Total charge 89.62$      89.62$      89.62$      89.62$        89.62$        89.62$        90.07$        

Sample Bill for Average Single-Family Residence 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Sample Bill with Fixed Charged Based on Meter Size

Loan repayment surcharge (based on meter size) 37.82$      37.91$      38.01$      38.11$        38.21$        38.31$        38.42$        
Fixed charge (based on meter size) 23.95        23.95        23.95        23.95          23.95          23.95          24.27          
Variable charge (3,500 gallons) 8.09          8.09         8.09         8.09            8.09            8.09            8.20            

Total charge 69.87$      69.96$      70.06$      70.15$        70.25$        70.36$        70.88$        
Sample Bill with Uniform Fixed Charged

Loan repayment surcharge (based on meter size) 37.82$      37.91$      38.01$      38.11$        38.21$        38.31$        38.42$        
Fixed charge (uniform) 26.26        26.26        26.26        26.26          26.26          26.26          26.60          
Variable charge (3,500 gallons) 8.09          8.09         8.09         8.09            8.09            8.09            8.20            

Total charge 72.17$      72.27$      72.36$      72.46$        72.56$        72.66$        73.22$        

Unit Prices 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Variable charge per 1,000 gallons

Based on 12-month average 2.31$     2.31$     2.31$     2.31$     2.31$     2.31$     2.34$     
Based on 6-month average 2.31$     2.31$     2.31$     2.31$     2.31$     2.31$     2.34$     
Based on 4-month average 2.31$     2.31$     2.31$     2.31$     2.31$     2.31$     2.34$     
Based on minimum average 2.31$     2.31$     2.31$     2.31$     2.31$     2.31$     2.34$     

Uniform fixed charge 26.26$   26.26$   26.26$   26.26$   26.26$   26.26$   26.60$   
Fixed charges based on meter size

Number of meter equivalents 901 901 901 901 901 901 901
Monthly fixed charge per meter equivalent 23.95$   23.95$   23.95$   23.95$   23.95$   23.95$   24.27$   
Fixed charge by meter size

0.75" 23.95$   23.95$   23.95$   23.95$   23.95$   23.95$   24.27$   
1.00" 39.92$   39.92$   39.92$   39.92$   39.92$   39.92$   40.45$   
1.50" 79.85$   79.85$   79.85$   79.85$   79.85$   79.85$   80.89$   
2.00" 127.76$  127.76$  127.76$  127.76$  127.76$  127.76$  129.43$  
3.00" 255.52$  255.52$  255.52$  255.52$  255.52$  255.52$  258.86$  
4.00" 399.25$  399.25$  399.25$  399.25$  399.25$  399.25$  404.47$  
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CITY  OF VERNONIA   
CITY  COUNCIL  AGENDA  ITEM 

 
February 16th, 2016 

 

From:     Josette Mitchell, City Administrator 
To:     Mayor and City Council 
Re:  Draft Marijuana Time, Place, Manner Ordinance 
 
 
Agenda Item Summary:  
  At the February 1st City Council meeting Council discussed with their attorney the time, place, and manner, 
restrictions the City can place on Marijuana related business within the City limits. Council directed Legal staff to 
return to Council a draft ordinance for their review. If Council approves of draft ordinance it will come back to 
Council for adoption at the 1st Council meeting in March. 
 
Attachments:  
 -Draft Time, Place, and Manner Ordinance 
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ORDINANCE NO. __________ 

 
An Ordinance regulating the location and operation of marijuana facilities 

 
WHEREAS, the Oregon Legislature enacted House Bill 3400 in 2015, which allows cities and 
counties to adopt reasonable conditions on the manner of operation of marijuana producers, 
wholesalers and retailers; 
 
WHEREAS, under Oregon law, local governments may regulate the operation and location of 
certain types of businesses within their jurisdiction except when such action has been specifically 
and expressly preempted by state statute; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Vernonia desires to regulate marijuana facilities in 
the City to protect and benefit the public health, safety and welfare of existing and future 
residents and businesses of the City; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the unique characteristics of marijuana facilities 
constitute a nuisance if unregulated; and 
 
WHEREAS, due to the nuisance characteristics, it is necessary to establish particular placement 
requirements for such operations as reasonable time, place, and manner type conditions. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF VERNONIA ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1. Definitions. 
 

“Marijuana” means all or part of the plant Cannabis family Moraceae, whether growing or 
not; the resin extracted from any part of the plant; and every compound, manufacture, salt, 
derivative, mixture, or preparation of the plant or its resin. It does not include the mature stalks of 
the plant, fire produced from the stalks, oil or cake made from the seeds of the plant, any other 
compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture or preparation of the mature stalks (except the 
resin extracted therefrom), fiber, oil or cake, or the sterilized seed of the plant which is incapable 
of germination.  
 
 “Medical marijuana” refers to marijuana dried, produced, processed, kept, stored, 
delivered, transferred, dispensed or otherwise provided for the exclusive benefit of and use by a 
person to mitigate symptoms or effects of person’s debilitating medical condition as defined in 
ORS 475.302, including any amendments thereto. 
 
 “Marijuana facility” means any facility or operation designed, intended or used for the 
purpose of delivering, processing, dispensing, or transferring, offering marijuana related tourist 
activities or otherwise providing marijuana or medical marijuana. 
 
 “Marijuana producer” means an entity licensed by the Oregon Liquor Control 
Commission to manufacture, plant, cultivate, grow or harvest marijuana. 
 

Commented [R1]: HB 3400 doesn’t specify that we can 
regulate the growers of only medical marijuana so I left any 
reference to that out. The medical guys are limited to a 
specific number of cardholders, thus have fairly small 
operations.  
 
Counsel expressed some concern about the recreational 
and medical cross-business. That is allowed by statute. I 
wouldn’t be too concerned though because if they add 
recreational, they become a producer under this ordinance. 
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 “Operator” means a marijuana producer, or any person who owns, operates or otherwise 
has legal responsibility for a marijuana facility. All medical marijuana operators must meet the 
qualifications established by the Oregon Health Authority, if any, and be approved by the Oregon 
Health Authority to operate a registry, if applicable. All other marijuana operators must meet the 
qualifications established by the Oregon Liquor Control Commission and be approved by the 
Oregon Liquor Control Commission to operate a marijuana facility. 
 
Section 2.   Standards of Operation. 
 

a. Location: A marijuana facility shall not be located within 1000 feet of another marijuana 
facility. Such distance shall be measured between the closest points of the respective lot 
lines. A marijuana facility shall not be co-located on the same tax lot or within the same 
building with any marijuana social club, smoking club, or marijuana producer. A 
marijuana social club or smoking club means an association or organization of persons 
dedicated to a particular interest or activity related to or concerning marijuana. 
 

b. On Site Use: Marijuana, medical marijuana andor tobacco products may not be smoked, 
ingested, consumed, vaporized (“vaped”), sampled or otherwise used on the premises of a 
marijuana facility or on the premises used by a marijuana producer to manufacture, 
plant, cultivate, grow or harvest marijuana. 

 
c. Operating Hours: Operating hours for marijuana facilities shall not be earlier than 9:00 

a.m. or later than 108:00 p.m. on the same day.  
 

d. Compliance with Other Laws: Marijuana facilities must comply with all applicable laws 
and regulations, including, but not limited to, the building and fire codes. 
 

e. Public View: All doorways, windows and other openings shall be located, covered or 
screened in such a manner to prevent a view into the interior from any exterior public or 
semipublic area. Screening shall be such that it does not give the appearance of blight, 
neglect, or abandoned premises. 
 

f. Signage: Signage for marijuana facilities shall not include logos or illustrations, and shall 
emphasize identification of the facility without drawing undue attention. All signs 
depicting the marijuana plant in whole or in part are expressly prohibited. 
 

g. Lighting: Marijuana facilities must maintain adequate outdoor lighting over each exterior 
door. 
 

h. On Site Manufacturing: Manufacturing or production of any extracts, oils, resins or 
similar derivatives of marijuana is prohibited at a marijuana facility or on the premises 
used by a marijuana producer to manufacture, plant, cultivate, grow or harvest 
marijuana. Use of open flames or gases in the preparation of any products is prohibited at 
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a marijuana facility or on the premises used by a marijuana producer to manufacture, 
plant, cultivate, grow or harvest marijuana. 
 

i. Storage and Disposal: Outdoor storage of merchandise, raw materials or other materials 
associated with marijuana use is prohibited. Facilities must securely dispose of marijuana 
remnants or byproducts. Marijuana remnants or byproducts may not be disposed of in 
exterior refuse containers. 
 

i.j. Odor: No Operator shall allow, permit or cause the odor of marijuana to emanate from 
their premises to any other property. Odor of marijuana is the characteristic of marijuana 
that may be perceived by the sense of smell. For purposes of this section, every law 
enforcement officer that is certified by the Oregon Board of Police Standards and 
Training, is sufficiently trained to identify the odor of marijuana and whose opinion as to 
the presence of the odor of marijuana shall be presumed affirmative proof thereof. 
 

 

 

Section 3. Remedies 
 

a. Failure to comply with the requirements of this Ordinance constitutes a civil infraction. 
Violations are punishable by fines not to exceed $500.00 per day. Each day a violation 
continues constitutes a separate offense. 
 

b. In addition to violations of this Ordinance constituting a civil infraction, a violation is 
also a nuisance, subject to abatement and other remedies provided in the City nuisance 
ordinances.  
 

c. The remedies provided in this Section are not exclusive and shall not prevent the City 
from exercising any other remedy available under the law, not shall the provisions of this 
Ordinance prohibit or restrict any prosecutor from pursuing criminal charges under state 
or federal law. Such remedies include, but are not limited to, any equitable remedies such 
as temporary restraining orders or other injunctive relief. 
 

Section 4.  Severability.  If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence or word in this 
Ordinance is deemed to be invalid or beyond the authority of the City, either on its face or as 
applied, the invalidity of such provision shall not affect the other sections, subsections, 
paragraphs, sentences, or words of this Ordinance, and the application thereof; and to that end, 
sections, subsections paragraphs, sentences and words of this Ordinance shall be deemed 
severable. 
 
Section 5. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after its passage. 
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Section 6.   Recorder’s Duties.  The City Recorder is hereby directed, upon adoption and 
authentication, to number this ordinance as the next adopted ordinance of the City of Vernonia. 
 
Read by title only for the first time this_______day of January, 2016, by the following vote: 
Ayes:______  Nays:_______  Abstain:_______  Absent: ______ 
 
 
Read by title only for the second time and passed this _______day of January 2016, by the 
following vote: 
Ayes:_______ Nays:______ Abstain:________ Absent:______  
 

Signed by me, Randy Parrow, Mayor in authentication of its adoption this______ 
day of January, 2016. 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      Randy Parrow, Mayor 
 
 
Attest:_____________________________ 
 __________, City Recorder 
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CITY  OF VERNONIA   
CITY  COUNCIL  AGENDA  ITEM 

 
February 16, 2016 

 

From:     Shannon Romtvedt, Library Director 
To:     Mayor and City Council 
Re:      Adult Non-Resident Library Fee 
 
 
Agenda Item Summary:  
 
When creating new library accounts, patrons are “Resident” or “Nonresident” based on whether or not they live in 
the city limits.  Residents pre pay for membership through city taxes.  Nonresident individuals and families pay 
$40 a year for a Vernonia Library membership because they do not pre pay with city taxes.   
 
In August 2008, the Nonresident library fee was raised from $30 to $40.  Increase was based on an estimate of 
how much Vernonia citizens pay for the library out of their taxes.     
 
The library currently serves a very small percentage of patrons outside of city limits.  Approximately 5 % if all 
memberships were based out of the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District (see map attached).  Some of our out 
of city limit fees come from patrons living in the area for 2-3 months and people living in neighboring towns 
(Birkenfeld, Mist, etc.)  The Library Board and Library staff are looking to make the library more accessible to 
patrons in the Vernonia vicinity who do not purchase or renew their library membership by: 
 

1) Reducing the annual nonresident fee to $25 per year.   
 

2) Introducing a sponsorship program.  Criteria for qualifying for sponsorship is being established by the 
Library Board. 

 
The goal would be to meet or exceed the amount of revenue budgeted for non-resident members, serving more 
people.  Meeting budget with the fee set to $25 per year would mean 32 memberships. 
 
Common Reasons for Not Purchasing / Renewing a Non-Resident card: 
 

• Expense is optional for their budget, don’t think they would check out enough to justify the fee 
• $40 is too expensive 
• Can not afford the fee 
• Don’t think there should be a fee  

 
Nonresident Fee Budget History 
 
July 11 – June 12:  Actual - $949.02 (23 memberships) Budgeted - $600 
July 12 – June 13:  Actual - $1,068.00 (26 memberships) Budgeted - $800 
July 13 – June 14: Actual - $1,000.50 (25 memberships) Budgeted - $800 
July 14 – June 15: Actual - $830.00 (20 memberships) Budgeted - $800 
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July 15 – Current:  Actual - $755.00 (19 memberships)  Budgeted - $800  
 
Comparison to other Libraries in Columbia County – Out of City / District Rates 
 
Vernonia Public Library (City Library) - $40 per individual / family 
St. Helens (City Library) - $40 per individual / family 
Scappoose (Library District) - $40 per family, $25 per individual, $15 senior citizen  
Clatskanie (Library District) - $25 per family 
Rainier (City Library) - $15 per family 
 
Benefits to Reducing the Fee 
 

• Would invite more patrons to use the library and increase circulation.  More circulation brings more 
revenue to the city through fines. 

• Several of our current volunteers are out of the city limits.  Reducing the rate would create more interest 
in supporting the library through volunteer work and fundraisers. 
   

 
Previous Council Action: 
 
None. 
 
Attachments: 
 
Map: Population and Households of the Administrative Boundaries in the Vernonia Vicinity prepared by Ben 
Fousek, Vernonia GIS 
 
 
Recommendation:  
 
Make a motion to change the annual nonresident library fee to $25 per year, effective March 1, 2016.   
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Legend
Vernonia School District 47J

Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District

Vernonia City Limits

This map shows population and number of households within
Vernonia School District 47J, Vernonia Rural Fire Protection
District and City of Vernonia based on the 2010 U.S. Census.

January 27, 2016
Ben Fousek
www.vernoniageographic.org

Population and Households
of the Administrative Boundaries

in the Vernonia Vicinity

Vernonia School District 47J
Households: 1464
Population: 3776

Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District
Households: 1265
Population: 3284

Vernonia City Limits
Households: 825
Population: 2161
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CITY  OF VERNONIA   
CITY  COUNCIL  AGENDA  ITEM 

 
February 16th, 2016 

 

From:     Josette Mitchell, City Administrator 
To:     Mayor and City Council 
Re:  Employee Library Card & Park Sticker 
 
 
Agenda Item Summary:  
  A library is an educational support center for all ages. City employees whom live outside the city limits are 
currently required to purchase a library card to access the city library. With the current cost of $40.00 a year for 
out of town citizens to obtain a library card, the cost for some is prohibitive.  
 Parks provide a place for citizens to get out, enjoy nature, and stay healthy and fit all at the same time. City 
employees experience the same situation with the city park pass, out of city limits employees must purchase a 
pass costing $35.00 a year. For employees who work in the parks or library and live outside the city limits whom 
cannot afford the yearly renewal this would be a nice benefit to actually use the services they work daily to provide 
to the citizens. I am requesting that the City of Vernonia offer to all its employees as a benefit a yearly park pass 
and library card.  
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CITY  OF VERNONIA   
CITY  COUNCIL  AGENDA  ITEM 

 
February 16, 2016 

 

From:     Angie Handegard, Finance Director  
To:      Mayor and City Council 
Re:   Budget Calendar for FY 2016-2017      
 
 
Agenda Item Summary:  
Budget calendar is presented to Council for approval and Council to appoint a Budget Officer for the fiscal year 
2016-2017 budget process. 
 
Previous Council Action:   
N/A 
 
Attachments:    
Budget Calendar 
 
Recommendation:  
Staff recommends that Council appoint a Budget Officer and approve the budget calendar. 
 
Motion: 

- I would like to make a motion that the City Council approve the budget calendar and appoint 
______________________ as Budget Officer for the 2016-2017 budget process. 
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Proposed Budget Calendar Fiscal Year 2015-2016 

 
February 16, 2016 Present Calendar to Council.  Appoint Budget Officer 

March 18, 2016 Final date for all department heads to submit budget draft to 
Finance Director.  

April 7, 2016 Publish Public Notice in Vernonia’s Voice  

April 12, 2016 First Budget Committee meeting.  Budget Committee will elect 
Chair and Vice Chair.  Staff will present the budget and budget 
message.  Meeting protocol will be reviewed and agenda for 
upcoming meetings will be established. 

April 19, 2016 Budget Committee meeting with Public Hearing where members 
of the community will be allowed to comment on the budget.  
Begin budget deliberations. 

April 26, 2016 Budget Committee meeting 

May 3, 2016 Budget Committee meeting 

May 10, 2016 Budget Committee meeting 

May 17, 2016 Budget Committee meeting 

May 19, 2016 Notice of Public Hearing to adopt Budget in Vernonia’s Voice 

June 7, 2016 Budget Committee meeting if necessary 

June 14, 2016 Budget Committee meeting if necessary 

June 20, 2016 Budget Adoption 

 

Suggested meeting time 6pm-9pm.  Additional meetings may be scheduled if necessary. 

Meetings will be held at the Scout Cabin 
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CITY  OF VERNONIA   
CITY  COUNCIL  AGENDA  ITEM 

 
February 16, 2016 

 

From:     Jeff Burch, Public Works Foreman 
To:      Mayor and City Council 
Re:   Surplus Ford Expedition / Purchase of used pickup      
 
 
Agenda Item Summary:  
Last year Council approved the request to strip the police equipment from the Ford Expedition and use it for a 
“City” car.  The intent was for the City Administrator and other staff to use it for going to meetings, training, etc., 
rather than use their personal vehicle.  Since then it has been used for code enforcement almost exclusively and 
is becoming a maintenance issue.  The originally intended use is no longer needed.   
Public Works is in need of another multi-purpose vehicle.  We currently have two that are leased through the 
state.  We have attempted to get a third one with no luck.  There is a used full size 2-wheel drive Chevy pickup for 
sale locally.  The cost is $1950.   
We would like to request that staff be allowed to surplus the Ford Expedition and sell it with a portion of the funds 
going towards the cost of the used pickup.  If there is a remainder of the funds, those would go to the general fund 
to help recoup some of the maintenance costs expended on the Expedition to date. 
 
Attachments:    
Narrative of current vehicle needs and maintenance record of the Expedition 
Resolution to surplus real property will be under Ordinances and Resolutions section of agenda 
 
Motion: 
- I move that we approve the purchase of local Chevy pickup for sale locally. 
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Current Public Works Fleet 

 

1999 Ford flatbed dump 

2000 GMC Boom Truck 

2000 Ford F450 Service Truck 

2004 Ford F250 (leased from DAS) $113 per month 

2012 Chevy Colorado (leased from DAS) $200 per month 

 

The last two on the list are the only trucks that are multi-purpose.  Jeff uses the F250 as his daily work truck.  
Generally one to two staff use the service truck each day.  That leaves the Colorado for everyone else to share 
for small jobs, running to lab or training, or making rounds which generally are a one person event. 

We are proposing that Public Works be allowed to purchase a used full size Chevy pickup for $1950.  While it 
has a lot of miles, it would only be used locally and the crew has the ability to work on it and keep it running.  
This would allow for an additional multi-purpose vehicle without being tied to another lease payment. 

We are also proposing to surplus and sell the Ford Expedition recently converted from a police vehicle to a 
“city” car.  It is becoming a maintenance issue and it’s not practical for use as anything other than going to 
trainings or code enforcement.  If we get the used pickup, we will have three vehicles for general use with 
code enforcement using the Colorado up to three hours two days a week.  The Colorado is smaller and would 
be an easier and more economical vehicle for code enforcement. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 19-16 
 
 

RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY OF THE CITY 
OF VERNONIA NO LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE AND 

AUTHORIZING SALE OF SUCH PROPERTY 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Vernonia (“City”) owns certain improved real property (“Property”) 
located at City Hall and more particularly described in Exhibit “A”, which is attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, the City is not currently using the property for a public purpose; and 

WHEREAS, ORS 271.310 authorizes the City to sell real property when such property is no 
longer needed for a public use and when the public interest will be furthered by selling the 
property;  

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VERNONIA 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The property described in Exhibit “A” is no longer needed for public use, and the public 
interest will be furthered by selling the Property in a negotiated sale; 

2. The City’s City Administrator is hereby authorized to take all necessary steps to advertise 
the property for sale and negotiate offers for such Property,  

Introduced and adopted the _____ day of _____________________, 2016 by the following vote: 

Ayes: ________ Nays: _________ Abstain: _________ Absent: _________ 
 
Signed by me, Randall Parrow, Mayor, in authentication of its adoption this ____ day of  
 
February, 2016. 
 
     
     
 
 
 
Attest:    ________________________  
 Stephanie Borst, City Recorder                                  Randall J. Parrow, Mayor 
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EXHIBIT “A” to  
 

 RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY OF THE 
CITY OF VERNONIA NO LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE AND 

AUTHORIZING SALE OF SUCH PROPERTY 
 

 
• Surplus City Car – Ford Expedition 
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